
Missy Lawrence and crew 
for the great job and fun.  
I do believe some of the 
adults enjoyed the new 
games as much as the 

kids did.  As always, the 
costume contest was fun 
and the end -of - the -day 
bingo a great end to the 
event.  Thank you to all 
who brought their chil-
dren, grand children and 

friends to enjoy the after-
noon.  

 
The dedication of the  

elevator was a great   
success.  The Capone 
family cooked and served 
an excellent spaghetti 
luncheon.  We toasted 
our efforts with cham-
pagne, ate cake and cut 

the ribbon to celebrate 
the completion of the  
elevator that will allow 
our members and guests 
who arenôt as mobile to 

(Continued on page 2) 

Oh, November was a 
very busy month in our 
Lodge.  We honored 22 

Veterans at our annual 
Veterans Appreciation 

Dinner.  Thank you to 
Guy Saffel for the or-
ganization and those 
who stepped up to help 
the afternoon run 
smoothly.  We had a 
going away luncheon for 

ñThe 8-Packò, Eight 
Army soldiers who, at 
this time, are stationed 
in SW Asia and will be 
away from home for a 

little over a year.  The 
Lodge has adopted a   
platoon through Kristi 
Halvorson and the 8 -pack 
through Missy Lawrence.  

We will be having more 
information available on 
what to donate to send to 
them during their tour of 
duty.  Remember both 
the soldiers and their 
families during the Christ-

mas Season.  There are 
Christmas cards to sign 
that will be sent to our 
adoptees on Saturday, 

November 28th, wishing 
them a good Holiday.   

On Monday, December 7, 
take a moment of silence 
to remember the attack 

on Pearl Harbor, those 
who fought and those 
who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice to our Nation.  

 

Our little ghosts and gob-
lins enjoyed a fun Hallow-
een Party.  Thanks to 

Thoughts from the Carrot Top  
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grand children.  One son was a 
member of the Mankato Lodge.  
All of their children live within 
Minnesota.  Emy has joined Bud 
as his Mrs Santa for over 

twenty years.  
 

In addition to serving twice as 
Exalted Ruler, Bud has also 
been an instructor for the sen-

iorsô driversô safety program, 
Seniors 55 Alive.  He has been 
a Ritual Coach at both Bloom-
ington and Hopkins, served for 

four years as Minnesotaôs State 
Americanism Chairman, State 

Chaplain under then State 
President, Gary Lehman, and 
has also helped at Youth Camp 
for many years.   

 

When asked about becoming 
Santa, Bud stated that he had a 
cousin who was a resident in a 
nursing home and Bud and Emy 
decided to dress as Santa to 

Decemberôs 
Elk of the 
Month is Bud 
Potter.  Bud 
was chosen 

for the     
December 
EOM because 

he is also lovingly known as our 
Lodge Santa.  

 

Bud has been a member of the Elks 
for thirty -nine years.  He originally 
joined the Bloomington Lodge 

where he twice served as Exalted 
Ruler.  When the Bloomington 

Lodge closed, he and a number of 
other members from that Lodge, 
transferred to the Hopkins Lodge; 
and we are pleased he and the 
other members chose to join us.  

 

Bud is married to Emy and they 
have shared fifty -nine years to-
gether.  They have four children, 
eight grand children and six great 

brighten the Holiday Season for 
those living in the residence.  
That spread to entertaining at 
other nursing homes.  Over the 
years, he and Emy have col-

lected stuffed animals from vari-
ous sources, one being the Elks.  
Bud said the Elks were very 
generous with their gifts of the 
stuffed animals.  He said that 
they gave away  about twelve 
hundred PER YEAR.  Thatôs a 

LOT of stuffed animals.  He and 
Emy will visit as Mr and Mrs 

Santa at the Childrenôs 
ñBreakfast with Santaò on Sat-
urday, December 12, 2009.  

 

I asked Bud how he became an 
Elk and he stated that (years 
ago) he coached basketball and 
a Bloomington member, Albert 
Valley, asked him to come by 

the Elks Lodge and ñsee what 
weôre all about.ò  Bud said that 

(Continued on page 4) 

Elk of the Month  

Page 2 Hopkins Elks  

more easily join us at the Lodge for 
events and just to hang out.  Craig 
Johnson, Head of the House Com-

mittee, did a great job with the 
decorations and organization, Har-
riet Lodermeier (as always) was 
there ñjust doingò.  We then cele-
brated again for the evening crowd 
with pork sandwiches and fixinsô.  
Thanks to Jody Olson for making 

the evening meal.  Once again, we 
toasted with champagne, ate cake, 
Gary Capone, yours truly and our 
member and Hopkinsô Mayor, Gene 

Maxwell, shared a few words to 
honor the efforts of those who 

helped make the elevator possible.   
And, I mean EVERYONE from the 
organizers to those who thought of 
fundraisers to make our goal and 
those who did donate to make this 
a reality.   Thank you, all.  

 

The Hopkins thespians provided a 
great ñWho Dun Itò.  I wasnôt able 
to attend but I heard it was a huge 
success and helped raise money for 

the elevator and the Penny -A-Day 

(Continued from page 1) funds.  Thank you to ALL of the 
members who participated in the 
play, created the scenery, props, 
lighting and sound for the produc-

tion.  Thanks to Jody who cooked 
a wonderful dinner.  And thank 
you to those who attended.  Many 
of us donôt realize the amount of 
people it takes to make an event 
as this successful.  

 

The December Hopline is probably 
making it to you before Thanks-
giving.  A reminder, there will be 
a Thanksgiving dinner at the 

Lodge.  Check further in the Hop-
line or on - line for times and cost.  
The annual ñChristmas Tree Light-
ingò will take place at 6:00 pm on 
Friday, November 27, 2009, at 
Down Town Park.  The newly -

planted tree will be dedicated at 
that time.  It was decided to dedi-
cate the Christmas tree in honor 
of the men and women in Hopkins 
who have served our Country to 
preserve our freedoms.  This tree 
will live on to be a legacy to them 

from the Hopkins Elks.  As      

always, food back at the Lodge 
after the ceremony.  I hope to 
see many of you at that event.  

This is a special time of year to 
remember those members who 
have gone before us at our   

annual Memorial service, Sun-
day, December 6, 2009, our 
fortune in living in a prosperous 
and involved community, our 
state and nation and for having 
the care and understanding of 
friends and family.  We are truly 

blessed to share in the great 
Fraternity as the Elks.  

 This monthôs calendar is full of 
events at the Lodge.  Check it 
out and share in the great Elk 
friendships and joy of the 
Christmas Season.  Remember, 
there is only ONE Lodge meet-

ing in December ï 14th.  Have 
a wonderful Christmas and New 
Years.  Drive safe, see you next 
year.  

 

Fraternally,  

Jill Lawrence  
Exalted Ruler  



The following members have 
birthdays this month:  

 

1 Donald Henson  
3 George Kennedy  

 Dedria Noll  

 James Raun  

4 Nicole Duncan  

6 Vicki Olson  

7 Jim Granquist  
 Amanda Lunski  

 Brian Smith  

8 John Dvorak  

 Clinton Lomis  

9 Andy Anderson  

 Matthew Collins  

 Robert Mayer  
 Thomas Terry  

10  Steve Grotting  

 Raymond Satterfield  

 W.J. Wilhelm  

11  Don Henderson, PER  

 Mark Larsen  
14  Douglas Martin  

15  Joe Braziel  

 Lester Harris  

 Glen Page  

 James Zahler  

17  John Fraser  

 David Richard  
18  Susan Lewis  

 Judy Slayton  

19  Jean Erickson  

 Cheryl Vukelich  

20  Michael Hammel  

 Dave McCarville  
21  John Finch  

 Bruce Yorks  

22  Marvin Keenan  

 Robert Oakes  

24  Jennifer Danforth  

 Curtis Hilleren  

 Edward Van Waes  
25  Harriet Lodermeier  

26  Norman Huffnagle  

 Eddy Manthei  

28  Ron Kelm  

 Dottie Plehal  

29  Gregory Palmer  
30  Charles Cullen  

 John Overbeck  
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Come to the meetings every 2 nd  and 4 th  
Monday (except for holidays & in July & 
August only 4 th  Monday) to express your 
views, to hear others and to get to know 

the Lodge officers and other members:  
 

 Officers  

Exalted Ruler  Jill Lawrence  

Leading Knight  Bob Oakes  

Loyal Knight  Brandon Miller  

Lecturing Knight  Victor Baldwin  
Secretary  Jody Olson  

Treasurer  Harriet Lodermeier  

Esquire  Marty Bickel  

Chaplain  JoAnn Bohn  

Inner Guard  Douglas Dyrland  

Tiler  Arlene Fiveland  

Organist  Gary Lehman PER PSP  
 

Trustees  

(3 rd  Wednesday @ 6:00 PM)  

Mary Doughman (5 Year Trustee ),  

Pat Wright PER, Joe Kaderlik,  

Alan Krattley PER, Gary Capone  
 

House Committee  

(2 nd  Wednesday @ 6:00pm)  

Craig Johnson (Chairman), Mike Owens, 

Dave Rahm and Guy Saffell  

 

Gaming Committee  

(3 rd  Monday @ 5:30 PM)  
Tom Urahn (Gaming Manager)  

Mike Owens (assistant manager)  

Carol Olson  

 

Gaming Staff  

Jody Wind & Deanna Dufner  

 
Club Staff  

Dean Paulson (Manager),  

Keith Prader, Renee Romain,  

Vic Baldwin, Rich Kindseth, Tom  

Wright, Tim Wind, Adrian Miller,  

Melissa Wind, Jim Stanley,  
Jasmine Lane & Paula Worm  

Be An Active Lodge Member  

Hopline Articles  

Submit your articles in one of two ways :  

1) E -mail article to  info@hopkinselks.org  

2) Leave printed material or disks with the bartender.  

  
Please keep in mind that all submissions should be :  

Complete : Verify with the ER that itôs okay to include and you 
have all the pertinent information included in the article.  

  

Timely : Due by the 18th day of the month.  

 

Legible : typed or printed (put your name and a phone num-
ber where you can be reached on the article & envelope in 
case clarification is needed)  

 

Thank you to all who have contributed articles and announce-
ments to the monthly Hopline. Your contributions are greatly 
appreciated!  

As a courtesy to the bartenders 

and other members and spouses, 

please use your membership card 

to gain entrance to the lodge.  
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Membership Report ðAs of 11/17/09:  

Candidates  

(Investigated and Voted on)  

 

Member  Sponsor  
Tony Truax  Bill Groetsch   
Patrick OôRourke Bill Groetsch  

Charlie Yunker  Scott Kerssen  

Dale Theis  Al Krattley  

Carol Jordan  Jane Perry  
Greg Asplund  Patrick Wright  

Tom Koski  Ken Steeno  

Kelly Capone  Gary Capone  
Christine Capone  Gary Capone  

Dale Oswald  Virg Evenstad  

Applicants  

(Read on the floor)  

 

Member      Sponsor  
Margaret Albrecht  Gary Capone  
Nancy Aldrich  Betsy Aldrich  

IF  a candidate has been interviewed AND  has received a letter from 
the  secretary,  s/he will be invited to the next initiation.  

 

Contact the Lodge Secretary at 952 -933 -2221 if any questions.  

The next scheduled initiation is Saturday, January 16, 2010  

Veterans / Military Programs  

We had a great evening for the 
Veterans Dinner on November 8. 
We had 22 vets and 13 guests. 
The spaghetti dinner was deli-

cious. A big thanks goes to those 
that jumped in at the last minute 

to make the dinner for our vets. 
The Elks that deserve our thanks 
are Jeff Josephson, Paula Worm, 
Mark Vest, Chuck and Chris Flam-
ming and Jill Lawrence.  

  

I am still working on our Hopkins 
Elks Veteran list. I have sent out 
emails to all those I had email 

addresses for.  If you received an 
email from me, please fill out the 
survey and return it to me. If you 
do not have email and are in the  

lodge, please take a survey from 
the envelope on the bulletin  

board by the kitchen, fill it out 

and put it back in the envelope.  

I will pick them up and get you 
entered on my spreadsheet.  

 

If you have email and did not  
receive the survey, send me a  

note at the email below and I will 
send you one. All you need  

are Microsoft Word and Excel.  

If anyone knows of a vet with a 
problem, or have any vet issues 
that need to be taken care of, 

please let me know so we can 
help. As always, Thank You to our   
veterans and all those who     
support all service members, past 

& present.  
 

Guy Saffell  

Veterans / Military Programs  

kgsd3@aol.com  

Highway Cleanup  

Thanks to the following volunteers 
who turned out on a chilly fall day 
for the highway cleanup:  

 

Virg Evenstad  

Kristi Halverson  

Carol Olson  

John Olson  

Tina Schwanke  

Gary Gunderson  

Gretchen Peterson  

Rick Peterson  

Bill Smetana  

Harlan Cook  

John Kluge  

Tom Frandrup  

Tom Kirby  

Chris Flammang  

Chuck Flammang  

Chris Capone  

Keith Prader  

Ann Ekert  

Jim Gall  

Steve Guenther  

 

As usual, Jan, Joanne and Norris 
made a delicious breakfast and    

T Wright dispensed beverages.  

Are you stumped for a Christmas 
gift for someone? Why not spon-
sor them for membership in the 
Hopkins Elks Lodge and pay their 

initiation fee of $25.00? Better 
yet, you could pay their dues for 
the first year. It would be a gift 
that could last a lifetime!!!  

 

Right now we have about 8 or 10 
people eligible for initiation. We 
need more than that in order to 
maintain our goal. Please put 

some serious thought into being a 
sponsor for a new member.  

 

Tom Plehal  

Membership committee  

Membership  

he joined Bert at the Lodge to 
play a little pool and talk and  

decided to join.   He said he felt 
at home at the Lodge and when 
he came in the door of the Lodge, 
by the time he got to the bar, was 
insulted at least four times.  He 
has so much enjoyed being an Elk 
over the years, and that the in-

volvement and investment of the 

Elks with Veterans and the Com-
munity has added to his life.  He 
was also a Boy Scout Master and 
the Elks aided and supported their 
troop in many ways; and, there 

are so many friends.  
 

Bud, thank you for your many 
faithful years of service in so 

many areas of our Elks Organiza-
tion.  Enjoy your month.  

(Elk of the Month: Continued from page 2) 
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in the Downtown Park to the east 
of the Band Shell (about one and 
one -half block south of Main on 
9th Avenue).  With help from Elks 

member, Dave McCarville, and his 
son, the tree was rescued from 
parts unknown and planted in the 
park.  Gene Schneider is the man 
behind this operation and he and 
Jim Mossler (both members of the 
Hopkins Elks Lodge) helped fund 

the project.  
 

At the end of October, Hopkins 

Fire Chief, Dale Specken, volun-

teered his new aerial ladder 
truck; and along with six Elks 
Lodge members, decorated the 
newly -planted nineteen - foot blue 
spruce with three hundred Christ-
mas lights.  Bollig and Sons Exca-

vating Company donated and put 
into place a one - ton rock on 
which will be mounted a plaque 
(donated by the Hopkins Elks 

Fifty years ago, a tradition was 
started by the Hopkins JCôs ï 
ñThe Annual Tree-Lightingò, which 
signals the beginning of Hopkinsô 
Christmas Season. The City of 

Hopkins dug a hole at the inter-
section of 9th Avenue and Main 

Street where a 35 to 40ô pine tree 
was set and beautifully decorated.  
A rich tradition and history had 
begun. The Hopkins Elks Lodge 
assumed that tradition twenty 

plus years ago with a tree set in 
the plaza at the Clock Tower (9th 
and Main Street).  On Wednes-
day, September 2nd, 2009, the 
Hopkins Elks ñWent Greenò.  A 
Colorado blue spruce was planted 

A Tree Grows in Hopkins Downtown Park  

Lodge) dedicating the Christmas 
Tree to honor our Hopkinsô area 
Veterans who have served our 
Country to preserve our free-

doms.  The dedication ceremony 
will take place at the Downtown 
Park before the Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony and Santaôs 
arrival the day after Thanksgiv-
ing, to carry on that tradition.  

 

Everyone is invited to join in the 
festivities at 6:00 pm, Friday, No-
vember 27, 2009, at the Down 

Town Park in Hopkins, to help 

kick off the Hopkinsô Christmas 
Season and then back to the Elks 
Lodge (8th Avenue off of Main 
Street) for some goodies to eat 
and drink and to hear a few words 
from our Mayor, Gene Maxwell.  

We hope you will join us.   
 

Jill Lawrence and Gene Schneider  

We had the HOPKINS LIONS visit 

our Lodge to watch the Vikings 
play the DETROIT LIONS on    
Sunday November 15th. It was 

great to have the Lions visit, ( a 
lot of them are Elks members 
too!) and we hope they come 
back! Remember to come and 
watch the games. The schedule is 
posted at the bar.  We have great 
food for only $2.00 per person. 

(which goes towards the elevator 
fund) and a drawing for door 
prizes after the game. Pull -  tabs 
are available as well as a meat 
raffle!!!!! Please support your Elks 
Lodge.   

Tom and Dottie Plehal  

Sunday Football  

From the start 

of construc-
tion to the 
ribbon cutting 

ceremony this 
past Wednes-
day, Nov 

18th, a dream has come true. It 
was an all day affair starting off 
with champagne & cake served by 
our House committee chairman, 

Craig Johnson, with help from 
Harlan Cook, and group from 
11:00 AM until 7:00 PM. Jim Gall 
was our elevator operator for the 
day dressed in bell hop style and 
demonstrated to riders how the 

lift works. The Golden Chefs lunch 
was cooked up and served at 
1:00 PM by myself (Gary) and 
Chris Capone, Tony & Kathy Cher-
mak, Charlie Phillips and Craig 
Johnson.  Then around 5:00 PM 
our Mayor and member of the 

Elks, Gene Maxwell came to help 
cut the ribbon.  Gene expressed 
on behalf of the city, the value of 
the new addition of the lift, and 
the continued impact the Elks has 

From Beginning to End  

made with the City of Hopkins 

and all the generous contributions 
made to the community through-
out the years. It was wonderful to 

see many members attend that 
we hadn't seen for a while, in-
cluding Louis Hamms, Herb & 
Peggy Olson, Frank & Carmen 
Alexander, Bud & Sheila Ekstrum 
and many others. More food was 
enjoyed in the evening put on by 

Jody Olson and Harriet Loder-
meier. All food and champagne 
was at no charge all day in appre-
ciation for all the generous dona-
tions received for the installation 
of the elevator/lift.  But we're not 

there yet, we're still short about 
$8,000.  Keep those donations 
coming, no matter how small they 
are. A big thank you to club Man-
ager Dean Paulson for all the   
research and overseeing of the 
project and member Dave McCar-

ville who worked on the project 
with Rutledge Construction. 
Thank you to everyone, for   
making this happen.                                                  
  Gary Capone  

Gene Maxwell, Gary Capone, and Jill 

Lawrence at the elevator ribbon cutting 
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Hello Everyone,  

I feel a tad bit guilty because I 
am writing you from my little get -

away on Captiva Island, Florida. I 
just couldn't resist the temptation 
of cranking up the Gulfstream and 

flying down here for a few days to 
my condo.(it's very close to South 
Seas Plantation if you've heard of 
that). The pool guy just left after 
a couple of hours of cleaning. It's 
sunny and 77 degrees. What 
more could I ask for? Did you 

know that Florida has many fine 
Elks lodges in the state? I always 
make time to stop and visit when 
I'm down here. That's where my 
friends are. Why, there are Elks 
lodges all over the country and I 

have friends in every one of 
them. It's GREAT to be an Elk!!!!  

Say, I hear that Hopkins #2221 

has completed their elevator pro-
ject. What a great improvement 
for your facility and a great exam-
ple of putting aside personal dif-
ferences and working together to 
reach a common goal. The gener-

ous donations by your members 
is a shining example of Elkdom. 
Congratulations!  

I was at the Hopkins Lodge for a 
few minutes the other day and 
was able to help Lloyd Hockel 

celebrate his 99th birthday. The 
memories and wisdom that he 
holds are truly amazing. Lloyd is  
a fine citizen and is very proud   
of his family, his city and the 
Hopkins Elks! I plan to attend his 
100th birthday as well. Happy 

birthday Mr Hockel!  

Back in the day, I was a restau-

rant critic for the Webster, South 
Dakota Sun -Times, so I know my 

way around food. I have had the 
pleasure of eating some great 
meals at the Hopkins lodge on 
Thursday evenings. Great salad 
bar, wonderful warm bread, 

steaming baked potato and a 
huge choice of entrees. All lov-
ingly prepared by volunteers. The 
tenderloin is tops on my list of 
great choices. The flavorful and 
juicy steak is absolutely excellent. 

Clamôs Column 

You need to give it a try.  

The word is out that my friend, 
Dave Evans, is having his 2nd hip 

replacement. I wish him a speedy 
recovery.   

Well, I think I've rambled on 
enough for now. I'm going to flip -
flop down to the beach and do 

some shell searching. Captiva is 
known around the world for it's 
beautiful sea -shells. That sparkle 
and glisten over the entire beach. 
Maybe I'll bring some back to Hop-
kins.  

Meanwhile, have a Merry Christ-
mas and "ever practice brotherly 

love."  

Your friend,  

Ralph Clambanger  

but rather a group of caring peo-
ple.  We have the opportunity at 
this time of year to really show 
ñElks Care, Elks Shareò.   

 

Work with other organizations in 
the community to make a differ-
ence in your community.  Do not 

be concerned about who is get-
ting credit for the activity, but 
rather look at who the activity is 
helping and what the difference it 
is making in someoneôs life.  The 

Elks are a big hearted organiza-
tion and this time of the year that 

heart swells and throbs.  Remem-
ber that ñCharity is the greatest 
of all the virtuesò 

 

Herman Wisneski, President  
Minnesota Elks Association  

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year, tis the season for giving and 
joy.  As Elks we are told that ñOur 
whole influence in life is deter-
mined by the good deeds we do, 

rather than the emotions we 
feelò.  This time of year that    
instruction is really put to the 
test.  We as Elks, need to step up 
the good deeds we do, we need 
to show the community that ñElks 
Care, Elks Shareò.  We can do this 

any number of ways.  We can  

donate food to the local food 
shelf; we can cook a meal at the 
soup kitchen, set up a mitten tree 
or coat tree at the lodge, take 
baskets of food and toys to a 
needy family. There are so many 

ways to show people that we are 
more than that club downtown, 

Just One More  Elks Cookbook For Sale  

The Hopkins Elks Cookbooks will 
be for sale starting the first week 
of December. Enjoy delicious   
recipes submitted by fellow    

members across the following 
categories:  

 

Appetizers  

Beverages  

Breakfast & Quick Breads  

Desserts  

Main Courses  

Sauces & Dressings  

Soups & Salads  

Vegetables and Side Dishes  

 

Purchase yours today! Theyôll be 
for sale at various events through-
out December or at the bar.  
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you," "See Billy, he knows," etc., 
etc. This was repeated so inces-
santly that the stranger Elks 
when they approached Brother 

Goddard, greeted him with the 
expression, "Hello Bill! I was told 
to see you," etc., and so the cus-
tom started of greeting each 
other "Hello Bill!"  

 

In a day or two the custom 
spread to the streets, with Elks 
from all parts of the country, and 

passing each other they sang out 
cheerfully, "Hello Bill!" and they 

carried the greeting back to their 
home lodges, and so it has 
spread around the ends of the 
earth.  

 

Both the old Rituals and the se-
cret "grip" were not consigned to 
print, but were passed on verbally 
and physically, as is still currently 
done in some other fraternities. If 

you have ever seen the movie 
PAPER MOON in which a con man 
gains the trust of his victims by 
using the passwords and secret 

handshakes of many different 
organizations so as to pass for a 

ORIGIN Of "HELLO, BILL!"  

 

WILLIAM GODDARD, of Minneapo-
lis (Minn.) Lodge, No. 44, B. P. O. 
Elks, is the original "Hello Bill!" of 
Elkdom, and this cheerful saluta-
tion which has found its way 
around the world, originated in 

Minneapolis during the Elks' Na-
tional Re -Union in that city in 
1897. Brother Goddard is the jun-
ior partner of the Minneapolis firm 
of Barnaby & Company. He has 

been for a great many years the 
treasurer of Minneapolis Lodge, 

No. 44, B. P. O. Elks, and was 
Chairman of the Finance Commit-
tee, and a member of a great 
many other committees that had in 
charge the arrangements for the 
Elks' Re -Union of that year, and he 

spent a great deal of his time at 
the Committee headquarters.  

When visiting Elks came to the 
headquarters to inquire about mat-
ters they wanted to know about, if 
they happened to meet anybody 
who was not fully posted, they 
were usually told to "Go over there 

and ask Billy Goddard," and it was 

a constant strain of "Billy can tell 

Elks Random Historian  

member of 
whichever 
suited the 
circum-

stances, you 
may have 
seen our 
"grip" but we 
can neither confirm or deny that 
it appears. The movie was set in 
the 1920s, but the "grip" proba-

bly was perpetuated past 1904 
when Grand Lodge officially dis-

continued it.  

 

If you enjoy historical spelunking, 
you might try to find someone 
initiated before 1952, when the 
blindfolding of candidates was 
done away with (ER rapped four 
times as the signal to remove 

blindfolds), or even better, ask 
some of Elkdom's older Lodges if 
they still have paraphernalia for 
the old "Part II" wherein pranks 
were played upon incoming mem-
bers. Some of these were quite 
complex electro -mechanical won-

ders, while others squirted water 

or shot off blanks.  

We had a very successful mystery 
dinner again.  In spite of a rocky 
start with the sound on Friday 
night, every thing went very well. 
For those of you who did not see 

it, we had a different killer each 

Mystery Theater a Great Success!  

night.  On Friday night, Marilyn 
Merlot played by Jenna Berzins 
did the dirty deed.  On Saturday, 
Papa Vito played by Blaine Five-

land was the one.   
 

Roxie Schmanski correctly identi-
fied Marilyn on Friday night and 

D.J. Fiveland correctly identified 
Papa Vito on Saturday night. They 

both received a DVD of the play 
and coupons for a free steak   
dinner at the Thursday night 
steak fry.  

 

Everyone was much impressed by 
the backdrop designed by Todd 
Wandersee and the body that 
tumbled out of the wall designed 

by Jim Huttner. There are too 
many people to list, but a great 

effort was put out by a lot of peo-
ple to make this event a success.  
The cast, director Dave Evans and 
all the behind the scenes people 

were great.  I want to thank eve-
ryone for making my fourth jour-
ney in to producing plays a suc-
cess.  And thanks to the audi-
ence, without you there would 
have been no event.  

 

I must say though that I wish 
everyone had followed the rules 
and paid at the time of sign up.  
We turned away people and lost 

money because of no shows.  
Next play will have no sign ups 
without payment.  

 

Arlene Fiveland  

( Cast & Crew (from left to right): JoAnn 

Bohn, Blaine Fiveland, Cathy Berzins, Jeff 

Josephson, Mary Berry, Jenna Berzins, Paul 

Dubay, Dave Evans, Arlene Fiveland ) 
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Hopkins Elks Hoop Shoot  
 

Preliminary Round  

Saturday, December 12 th  

 10:00 am to 2:00 PM  

Hopkins West Junior High  

 

Contestants will shoot 15 Free Throws and the top three finishers in each age  
division will advance to Hopkins Lodge finals on January 10th, 2010.  

 

Age groups  

8-9 Boys   8-9 Girls  

10 -11 Boys   10 -11 Girls  

12 -13 Boys   12 -13 Girls  
 

Finalists for the Hopkins event will be notified by phone by December 13 th  

Hopkins Lodge final round takes place on Saturday, January 10th, 2010 .       

Winners advance to Metro District Competition to be held January 17th, 2010  

State Contest will be held on February 6 th , 2010 in Hutchinson, MN  

*Contestantôs age determined as of April 1, 2010 
 

For more information or to pre - register contact:  
Scott L. King, Hopkins Lodge Local Director  

sking@msiinet.com , 612 -387 -6246  

become a district deputy, he/she 
must be a Past Exalted Ruler 
(PER), he/she must apply for the 
position, be nominated and 

elected, and then be approved by 
the State Sponsor.  

 
Regarding the audit, the Grand 

Lodge mandates that each lodge 
undergo an operational audit once 
a year. The District Deputy, the 
Esquire to the District Deputy and 
several other individuals visit the 

lodge and conduct an audit   
ranging from review of the Lodge 

and other committeesô meeting 
minutes, analysis of the finances 
and associated accounts, physical  
inspection of the building and  
surrounding property (e.g. well lit 
stairwells, storage areas clean), 

verification that the lodge has the  
necessary committees (e.g. 
House, Audit, Investigative) in 
place and operating and that the 
lodge is observing the appropriate 
events and holidays (e.g. Elks 
Memorial Service, Hoop Shoot, 

Drug Awareness, Flag Day  

Services).  

 

From the Mailbag is a new feature 
of the Hopline intended to answer 
questions you the membership 
may have about the lodge and its 
activities. To submit a question, 

drop it off at the lodge labeled 
ñHoplineò or email us at 
info@hopkinselks.org  

 
Q:  Last month, our District    

Deputy paid a visit and con-
ducted an audit. Who is the 
District  Deputy and what is 

he auditing?  

 

A: The District Deputy Grand   
Exalted Ruler (DDGER) is the 
Grand Exalted Rulerôs representa-
tive within the state to help over-
see operations of the various 

lodges and ensure they adhere to 
the statutes, policies, procedures 
and by - laws as defined by the 
Grand Lodge and the respective 
local lodge. Minnesota is divided 
into four Districts: North, Central, 
Metro and South and thus there 

are four district deputies within 
the state of Minnesota.  The   

Hopkins lodge is within the Metro 
District. In order for someone to 

From the Mailbag  

The individuals also observe the 
Ritual of Initiation of new mem-
bers as performed by the Lodge 
Officers.  The District Deputy and 

his/her auditing team then    
completes an audit report that is 
sent to Grand Lodge.  A letter 
from the Grand Exalted Ruler is 
sent to the Exalted Ruler regard-
ing the findings of the audit and 
his comments and/or instructions.  

Depending on the infractions, the 
Grand Lodge could decide to put 

the lodge on probation with the 
ultimate penalty being revocation 
of the lodge charter and thus  
dissolution of the lodge.  Fortu-

nately, we are not in that posi-
tion.   

 
Overall, the lodge did very well 

this year. A complete list of the 
items found in this year's audit 
can be obtained by contacting one 
of the Chair Officers (Exalted 
Ruler, Leading Knight, Loyal 
Knight, Lecturing Knight or the 
Lodge Secretary).  The letter from 

the Grand Exalted Ruler regarding 

our audit can be found on the  

bulletin board in the dining room.  

mailto:sking@msiinet.com
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Ladies Christmas Party  

Wednesday,  December 2nd  
 

 

Social Hour 6:00 -7:00pm  

Dinner served 7:00pm  

 

Choice of: Crab Stuffed Tilapia or  

Holiday Stuffed Pork Loin  

 

$15.00/person  

Sign up at the Lodge  

 

Optional Gift Exchange for those who are 

interested. Suggested $10.00 gift with a 

Christmas theme or consider donating to 

one of the current programs at the lodge: 

Gifts for Teens or Adopt a Platoon  

Gifts for Teens  
Now thru Sunday,  

December 13th, 12:00pm  
 

Many people donôt know that there are 
homeless teens in our community. 
They often end up in homeless shelters 
or on a friendôs couch and during the 
holidays, there are fewer options for 
these kids to find a place to sleep. 
They also struggle to pay for the day 

to day necessities you and I take for 
granted. The Elks can make a differ-

ence for these kids. This holiday season, weôll be collect-
ing donations of items and/or cash to provide the basics 
such as toiletries, a warm hat, gloves and so on.   

 

Drop off any of the following items to the donation box 

up at the lodge now through December 13th. Grab a 
friend, a teen, a fellow member and join Dee Dee Noll 
and crew on Dec 13th to package the items into care 
packages for distribution to Teens Alone, The Bridge etc.   

December is here and with it 
comes cold weather and, of 
course, the holidays. Our 
thoughts turn to family and 

friends, but we must also remem-
ber Charity. The Elks have 
adopted the flag of our country as 
emblematic of the cardinal princi-
ple of our Order,    Charity, one of 
the most wonderful things about 
being an Elk. We can help our 

Members and communities as well 

as honor our flag and strengthen 
our nation all at the same time. 
This is truly an important part of 
patriotism. Taking opportunities 
to help others in need fortifies the 

very fiber of our country.  
 

There are many programs that 
Lodges can participate in during 

this time of year that are charita-
ble and also pay tribute to our 

flag and country. Taking time to 
honor and care for our veterans 
and the brave men and women 
serving in our military is one of 

the best examples. How many 
Lodges are located near active 
military bases, where soldiers are 
quite often far away from home, 
or near a Veterans Hospital or 
shelter? These brave men and 
women at one point have written 

a blank check made payable to 

the United States of America for 
an amount up to and including 
their lives. What better time can 
there be to support them?  

 

Our youth are also important, and 
helping them to become good 
citizens is one of our primary 
goals. To help achieve this goal, 

this committee sponsors the 
Grand Lodge Americanism Essay 

Contest.We encourage all Lodges 
to participate. The theme is ñThe 
American Dream, What Is It?ò 
What better way to help a child 

recognize the opportunities our 
wonderful country has to offer 
than by examining the concept of 
the American Dream.  

 

If your Lodge hasnôt yet put this 
contest into motion at your 
schools itôs not too late. Entries 

must be back to the Lodge by 
January 10, 2010, for judging. 
Assistance can be requested from 

your District, State or Grand 
Lodge Area Americanism Commit-
tee Member. These Elks are ready 
to assist in any way possible. Just 
ask.  

 

by Richard H. Fagg  

Committee Member  

From the Grand Lodge: Charity is Patriotism  

1 gal Ziploc bags  

socks  

hats, gloves, mittens  

lotions  

soap, deodorant  

lip balm/Chapstick  

combs, brushes  

cough syrup  

toothbrush, toothpaste  

shampoo, conditioner  

deck of cards  

Gift cards to Target, 

McDonalds, Movies  

cash  
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New Years Eve Party  
Thursday, December 31st,  

Cocktails 6:00pm, Dinner 7:00pm  
 

Jody, Barb, Charlie and Julia are serving up a     

ñTop Your Ownò Steak Dinner or 

Shrimp Dinner  
 

Select from sauces such as Bernaise, blue 

cheese and mushroom among others to top 

your steak  

 

Entertainment and other festivities to be  

determined soon. Watch the Weekly Update  

emails for details.  

Friday Fish Fry is Back!  
Fridays through Good Friday, April 2, 2010  

Serving 6:30pm ï 8:30.pm  
 

All you can eat Fish, Baked or Fried (Only $10.50)  

8 piece Shrimp Dinner or  1/2 Fried Chicken ($9.50)  

with potatoes, coleslaw and dinner roll  

 

Presented by  

Dick Stelzer and Crew  

 
No fish fry Friday, December 24, 2009, Lodge closing early  

Tom & Jerry Party  
Saturday, December 19th,  

2:00pm ð4:00pm  
 

 

 Share the Christmas spirit 

with friends, family and fellow 

members.  Tom & Jerryôs (egg 

nog) mixed up and provided 

by Harlan Cook and  

Craig Johnson.  

 

Merry Christmas!  

Breakfast with Santa  
Saturday, December 12th,  

10:00am ð1:00pm  

 
KidsðJoin Santa and Mrs. 

Clause for a yummy  

pancake, eggs and sausage 
breakfast and get a free 
photo with Santa and a 

goody bag.  

 

Kids eat free.  
Grown ups $4/person.  

 

Hosted by the  

Lodermeier and Goeman 
families.  

 

Elks Memorial Service  
and Breakfast  

Sunday, December 6th, 11:00am  
 

The Elks Memorial Service is open to everyone and 
pays tribute to our dearly departed members. It is 
a formal ceremony conducted by the lodge officers 
in uniform.    

 

A  candle is lit for every member who has passed 
away during the past year. If spouses or relatives 
are present from members of prior years, those 
members are read as well to honor their memory.  

 

Please join your fellow members in remembering 
those who have passed. "The fault of our members 
we write upon the sands. Their virtues upon the 

tablets of love and memory"  
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WINTER/SUMMER CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
If you plan to leave town for a period of time, please fill in the information below so I am able to get your 

mailings to you in a timely manner. Once you provide me with these dates I will see that the addresses are 

changed automatically so you will not have to notify me each time you relocate. 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR 5+4 DIGIT ZIP CODE FOR EACH ADDRESS!  

  
Member Name:  __________________________________ Member Number:   

 

Please use my SUMMER address every year beginning:   
 

Summer Address:   

 

    

 

Summer Phone Number:   

 

Please use my WINTER address every year beginning:   

 

Winter Address:   

 
    

 
Winter Phone Number:   

 

After completing the form please cut it out and mail it to:       Jody Olson, Secretary 

 Hopkins Elks Lodge #2221  

 P. O. Box 106  

 Hopkins, MN 55343 -0106 




