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would like to participate 

or know someone who 

would please contact me 

or any of the officers.  

 

This month brings our 

annual rib contest and a 

visit from our district 

President Neil Johnson. 

He will be an honorary 

judge for this event. 

Please join us in wel-

coming Neil and Tammy 

for a visit that day.  

 

As always thanks to 

everyone that helps 

makes our lodge one of 

the most successful in 

the state. Letôs all have 

a great month!  

 

Fraternally yours  

Robert Oakes  

Exalted Ruler     

I would like to start by 

thanking everyone in-

volved in making Rasp-

berry Festival a huge 

success this year for 

our Lodge and Club. 

We had a great show-

ing at our event at the 

Lodge as well as the 

parade on Sunday. A 

special thanks to Jody 
Olson, Dean Paulson, 

Dick Stelzer and 

Candyce Ferrentino for 

their extra efforts dur-

ing the festival.     

The Hopkins Lodge was 

well represented at the 

national convention in 

Orlando. We took first 

place in our division for 

the excellence of our 

Lodge Newsletter.  

Letôs all thank Rick and 

Gretchen Peterson for all 

their hard work with the 

news letter. Our Lodge 

Officers had a very re-

spectable third place 

showing in the Western 

Division for the national 

Ritual competition with 

an overall team score of 

95.433. Congratulations 

to the competing offi-

cers and coaches for all 

your hard work over the 

last year.  

 

We are still in need of a 

new Lodge Chaplain for 

this year and competi-

tion practices are start-

ing soon. So if you 

Message from the ER  Inside this issue:  

ER Message 1 

Birthdays 3 
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Lodge/Club News 2-7 

Calendar 8 

  
  

ER Robert Oakes  
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THANK YOU  

MINNESOTA ELKS!!  

 

Minnesota Elks are among the 

best in the nation. As we at-

tended the Grand Lodge Ses-

sion in Orlando, we were all 

very proud of the accomplish-

ments throughout our great 

state. The contributions our 

members make should cause 

all to be proud.  

 

I am extremely honored to 

serve as your President this 

next year. We have a lot of 

work to do and need to con-

tinue to work even harder to 

keep our Lodges strong and 

healthy. Please take this very 

seriously and strive to grow 

your Lodges and use your fa-

cilities as much as possible.  

 

All of us are members because 

we care about our youth, vet-

erans and communities. I 

want to encourage each Lodge 

to get more involved in your 

local community by taking on 

a special project (one or 

more) and making it an Elks 

Project, using your members 

as volunteers to enhance your 

city. With cities experiencing  

financial cuts, now is the time 

to step forward and help. 

Make your project one that 

the community at large will 

come to identify with your Elks 

Lodge; this will make a lasting 

impression that lets them 

Message from the State President  

Elk of the Month ðJeff Josephson  

The August 
Elk of the 
Month is Jeff 
ñJJò Joseph-

son.  JJ is a 
three -year 
member who 
was born and 

raised in Minneapolis and has 
lived in Hopkins for the past three 
years.   We have our bartender 

and member, Richard, for bring-
ing JJ in as a member.  What 
drew JJ to the elks is that he 

found the Lodge a place to ñplug 
intoò where he could help and be 
of service to others in our com-

munity.  
 

Jeff has three children:  son, 
Noah; and two daughters, Leah 

and Ashley.  He and his ex -wife, 
Viv, are ñbest friendsò and can be 
found working at the Lodge to-
gether.  Jeffôs Mom (93 years 
young) lives in Tuscon, AZ, where 
JJ wintered this past year.  He 
has decided to go into business 

with one of his three brothers and 

live in Tuscon; but has decided he 
needs to come back to Hopkins 
during Raspberry Festival and 
possibly for Rib Fest.  JJ IS going 

to remain a member of the Hop-
kins Lodge.  He said that the 
hardest part of leaving Hopkins, 
even for a few months, is leaving 
friends at the Elks that have be-
come family.  

 

JJ has worked in the electrical 
field for over thirty - three years 
and has been a member of the 

Minneapolis Union of Electrical 

Works with two of his employers 
being Starbird Electric (sixteen 
years) and the University of Min-
nesota (eight years) and is now 
retired.  He likes to help out 
wherever he can and is a definite 

ñyes-manò at the lodge.  He still 
stays in touch with the Starbird 
company.  

 

His electrical expertise has been a 
real boon to the lodge and has 
saved us many dollars in repairs 
and construction costs.  He is also 

known to work in the kitchen for 
Sunday morning breakfasts, High-
way Clean -Up, Rib Fest,  Rasp-
berry Festival ï working on Main 

Street preparing and selling our 
ever -popular ñPork Chop-on-a-
stickò, JJ is also found cooking 
during Main Street Days to help 
raise money for our Ritual Team 
or a Lodge project.  

  

When asked what he likes best 
about belonging to the Hopkins 
Elks Lodge, his reply, ñI feel 

trusted at the Lodge; I like what 

the Elks do for the members of 
the community, our kids, police 
and fire fighters.  I like being an 
active part of the community and 
a solution and problem -solving 
organization.ò 

 

Jeffôs ending to the interview, 
ñôThank youô to all Hopkins Elks 
members.ò 

 

Enjoy your time with us until you 

leave, Jeff.  See you at Rib Fest?  

know that 

the Elks 

Lodge is a  

corner-

stone of 

the com-

munity!  

 

Please let me know what you 

are doing and how you have 

impacted your neighborhoods. 

Good luck to all and have fun 

doing the great works of Elk-

dom, because as we all knowé 

 

ñElkdom ï Itôs a wonderful 

life!ò 

 

Fraternally,  

Jerry Shoults  

Minnesota State President  



2 Robert Ford II  

 Douglas Plehal  
3 Renee Bennett  

 James Gedney  

 Dean Lunski  

 Ken Molenaar  

4 Glen Cole  

6 George Holasek  
7 Steve Guenther, PER  

 Leo Polack  

 Norman Undestad  

8 Bill Stahowiak  

9 Rick Renner  

 Robie Wayne  

10  Carlton Running  
11  Edward Crowley  

12  Terrance Pudenz  

13  Syl Caria  

14  Brandon Miller  

 Mahlon Osburn  

 Shirley Warren  
15  Warren Chapman  

 Alexandra McClendon  

 Kristopher Pauly  

 Carol Smith  

16  Bob Muehlberg  

17  Richard Barnsess  
 Karen Jackson  

 Donald Olson  

 Robert Reid  

 James Zirbes  

19  Conrad Carr  

 Patricia Crowley Meath  
20  Brad Hlavacek  

 Charles Vesper  

21  Tammy Andrea Johnson  

 John Lewers  

22  Chris Lindstrom  

 William Schumacher  
22  Robert Lehman  

 Joel Swanson  

24  Marvin Frost  

25  Lauren Bear  

26  Larry Brakken  

 Robert Hill  

 Howard Johnson  
 Frank Mann  

 Peggy Reinhard  

27  Laura McClendon  

28  Ed Grayden  

 John Nilson, Jr  

 Bruce Reinhardt  
30  Wade Arnold  

 Wayne Dahners  

 Roger Nelson  

31  Darreld Olson  

 Donald Perkl  

 Maureen Sens  

August Birthdays  
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Come to the meetings every 2 nd  and 4 th  
Monday (except for holidays & in July & 
August only 4 th  Monday) to express your 
views, to hear others and to get to know 

the Lodge officers and other members:  
 

 Officers  

Exalted Ruler  Bob Oakes  

Leading Knight  Brandon Miller  

Loyal Knight  Vic Baldwin  

Lecturing Knight  JoAnn Bohn  
Secretary  Jody Olson  

Treasurer  Harriet Lodermeier  

Esquire  Douglas Dyrland  

Chaplain  Open  

Inner Guard  Jim Gall  

Tiler  Arlene Fiveland  
Organist  Gary Lehman PER PSP  

 

Trustees  

(3 rd  Thursday @ 6:00 PM)  

Tom Plehal (5 Year Trustee),  

Mary Doughman , Pat Wright PER  
Joe Kaderlik, Alan Krattley PER  

 

House Committee  

(1st Thursday @ 5:30pm)  

Scott Kerssen, Gretchen Peterson,  

Cori Plehal, Dottie Plehal,  

Mike Tait, Vicki Trumble  

 

Gaming  

Tom Urahn (Gaming Mgr),  

Mike Owens (Assistant Mgr),  

Jody Wind & Deanna Dufner  

 
Club Staff  

Dean Paulson (Manager),  

Keith Prader, Renee Romain,  

Vic Baldwin, Rich Kindseth, Tom  

Wright, Tim Wind, Adrian Miller,  

Melissa Wind, Jim Stanley,  
Jasmine Lane & Paula Worm  

Be An Active Lodge Member  

Page 3 

The following members have birthdays this month:  

To submit an article for the Hopline, 

you can leave it with the bartender in 

written or electronic format. Or, you 

can email it to info@hopkinselks.org.  

Articles must be submitted by the 

18th day of the month.  

 

The Hopline editors reserve the right 

to review and work with you to revise 

the article if and when appropriate.  



Page 4 Hopkins Elks  

We had our Bunko Night with the 
vets at the VA Hospital on June 
30. There were 8 vets that came 
to enjoy a night of the dice game. 

This month we only had 2 Elks 
there to represent our lodge. I 
encourage those Elks members 
that have not helped at a Bunko 
night to join us on September 29 
for our next visit. It would be nice 
if we had more volunteers so our 

regular volunteers can go on va-
cations, meet important family 
obligations, etc. and still have a 

good showing of Elk support to 
our vets. It is a very good time 
and a lot of fun listening to these 

vets. I am always impressed and 
amazed at the vets that come to 
play. They are in various stages 
of injury and recovery, yet I do 
not believe I have ever heard any 
vet complain because of their 
situation. They always seem to be 

upbeat, joking and just having 
fun. Please join us in September. 
I think you will get something out 
of it.  

 

Regarding the survey for veter-
ans, I have sent out a second re-
quest via email to those I have 
email addresses for. To date, I 
have sent out emails to 341 indi-
viduals of which 38 have replied 

they are vets and 86 have replied 
they are not vets. If you have 
already replied, I will not be send-
ing the survey to you again. 
There are 182 that have not an-
swered and 22 emails that were 

undeliverable. I have now re-
ceived more email addresses and 
will be sending the survey to 
them soon. If you have not re-

sponded, please check your email 
for my survey. If you have re-
ceived it and are a veteran, 

please respond by filling out the 
survey and returning it to me. If 
you are concerned about provid-
ing all of the information re-
quested on the survey, fill out 
only what you feel comfortable 
with and resta assured the infor-

mation will not be shared with 
anyone other than myself and the 
ER. If you are not a vet, I would 
appreciate your reply telling me 

that you are not so that I can 
cross you off the list. As a re-
minder, the reason for this survey 
is to find out who the vets our in 
our Lodge so any information of 
interest to veterans can be 
passed on to them and see the 

extent of the service our mem-
bers have provided to us by their 
service to our country.  

 

I thank you for your support of 
our vets, past, present and fu-
ture.  

 

Guy Saffell  
Veterans Programs  

Veterans Update / Survey  

16th Annual 

Who Let the 

Hogs Out  

Rib Cook - off  
 

Saturday, August 21  

1pm ð4pm  

 

Live music by  
The Resonators  

 
Sign up for teams 

starts August 1.  

 
New this year ðPeopleôs 

Choice Award. Vote for 

your favorite rib.  

 

Candidates  

Candidate  Sponsor   
Roy Hitchcock  Bill Smetana  

Steve Ditschler  Vic Baldwin  

Jim Juen  Sharon Mastel  

Marco Johnson  John Kluge  

David Ritchie  Nick Stene  

 
Applicants  

Applicant   Sponsor   

Kent Gruetzmacher  Dedria Noll  

Mary Gruetzmacher  Dedria Noll  

Jerry Mithuen  Patti Kehr  

Chris Helgeson  Al Krattley  

Troy Amundson  Jim Stanley  
Eugene Olson  Virg Evenstad  

 

Reinstatements  

Applicant   Sponsor   

Darvin Moldenhauer  Jim Gall  

Brian Bowman   Al Krattley  
  

IF  a candidate has been inter-
viewed AND  has received a letter 

from the  secretary, s/he will be 
invited to the next initiation.  Con-
tact the Lodge Secretary at  952 -
933 -2221 with questions.  

 

Next Initiation: Sat, Sept 18  

Membership Report  

Fresh Sweet Corn  
 

Thursday Steak Fry  

Nights in August  
 

Enjoy fresh corn on the 
cob with your steak fry 
dinner every Thursday in 

the month of August  
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a leadership stick that she re-

ceived from the Maasai tribe 

while in Africa. The leadership 

stick represents honor and re-

spect for the individual fami-

lies and Paige wants to be a 

leader and that ñgo-toò person 

for people in need.  

 

At the coronation itself, the 

candidates introduced them-

selves, told a fun fact about 

Hopkins and had to answer a 

ñFishbowlò question. Paigeôs 

question was ñWhich is more 

important, beauty or brains?ò 

Paigeôs response? ñProbably 

brains as it gets you farther in 

the long run but I hope I have 

both!ò 

 

Paige says she has become 

more confident throughout the 

process and sends along her 

thanks to the Hopkins Elks 

Lodge and its members for 

sponsoring her.  

 

Congratulations Paige!  

Youôve made us very proud! 

Paige Boulger the Elks spon-

sored candidate, was named 

Queen of this yearôs Raspberry 

Festival as well as Miss Conge-

niality. Jody Olson and Pat 

Wright escorted Paige 

throughout the coronation 

ceremony.  

 

Throughout the days leading 

up to coronation, the candi-

dates participate in a variety 

of events including group in-

terviews, individual interviews 

and other volunteer opportuni-

ties in which they are judged 

on various criteria.  

 

There was a fashion show in 

which the candidate selected 

an outfit. Paige chose a skirt 

to go with her top and wore it 

with tribal jewelry and carried 

Elks Candidate Named Raspberry Queen  

Hopkins Elks Annual Golf Tournament  

Winners pictured above  
1st place at ï13 under:  2nd place at ï10 under:  

Tom Wright  Sean Beauclaire  

John Lewers  Mark Olson  
Betsy Aldrich  Todd Wandersee  

Pat Wright  Blaine Fiveland  

Raspberry  
Volunteer  

Appreciation 
Brunch  

 
Sunday, August 8  

10am ð1pm  
 
Free breakfast for those who 

volunteered their time and 

effort during the Raspberry 

Festival activities at the 

Lodge.  

Vikings Game  

Party & Prizes  

 
Watch the game on our new 

super size flat screen TV and 

enjoy food, fun and prize 

drawings throughout the  

Vikings season.  

 

Preseason Schedule:  
Sat, Aug 14, 7pm: Rams  

Sun, Aug 22, 7pm: 49ers  

Sat, Aug 28, 7pm: Seahawks  
Thu, Sept 2, 7pm: Broncos  
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became the 1,000th member 

to belong to our Lodge. The 

Secretaryôs minutes did not 

give the name. Anyone know 

who it was?  

 

On February 16, 1968, we 

celebrated the 100th anniver-

sary of the Benevolent and 

Protective Order of Elks by 

having a Centennial Meeting 

presided over by Exalted 

Ruler ðWilliam Gallagher (7th 

ER) -  and initiated eleven new 

members.  

 

Hopkins won the Central Dis-

trict in the Minnesota Ritual 

Contest and 2nd in the state. 

On March 30th, the new (8th) 

Exalted Ruler, Ken Tuthill was 

installed.  

 

Don Henderson  

Senior PER  

In 1966 we received a Capitol 

flown American Flag from Con-

gressman Clark McGregor for 

our flagpole in front of our 

new building. We moved into 

30 South 8th Avenue in June, 

1966, and held our first Lodge 

meeting on June 22nd. In  

order to purchase this building 

we had to establish a corpora-

tion which we called POBE 

(think about it) by selling 

bonds to the members. The 

officers of POBE were the 

Chair Officers and the Board of 

Trustees. The Lodge then 

leased the building from POBE. 

The new building had a sauna 

and it was used frequently by 

the members.  

 

On October 28 and 29 we held 

a Grand Opening of our new 

building and received great 

publicity and celebrated with a 

Saturday night banquet. The 

four page spread we received 

in the October 27 Hennepin 

County Review newspaper 

(forerunner of the Sun News-

papers) will be displayed soon.  

 

In the spring of 1967 (our 6th 

year), we sponsored the State 

Ritual Contest by using the 

Masonic Lodge for the contest. 

It was a successful event and 

the Hopkins team came in 4th 

place. Also in that year the 

first meeting was held to form 

a Past Exalted Rulerôs club. 

 

For the Lodge Year of 1966 -

1967 we received a Grand 

Lodge Citation Certificate for 

the Highest Net Membership 

Gain in our District. In 1967, 

we initiated the member who 

Hopkins Lodge  
50 Years: From the Beginning  

Elks Family  
Picnic  

Burnes Park  

 

Saturday, Aug 14  
Noonð4pm  

 
Burgers, Brats, Beans 

and other sides, kids 
games and horseshoe 

tourney. Tourney sign 
up sheet is now up at 

the lodge.  

Hello Elks Club  

This is Ben Katona the guy 

who got the concussion and I 

want to thank you for coming 

to the benefit and/or donating 

money because it helped with 

my medical bills. The money 

you gave helped immensely. I 

have a hearing test on July 1st 

which will let us know if my 

hearing has improved any so 

give us a call if you want to 

see how it went (763 -208 -

3888).  

 

From,  

Ben Katona  

Fundraiser held May 23, 2010  

Thank You!  

Steak Fry 

Throwback 

Night  

 
Thursday Aug 19  

6:30pm ð8:30pm  

 

We are rolling back 

the prices and bring-
ing back the old fa-

vorites ðgarlic toast 
and thick cut pork 

chops .  
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Oakes provided a surprise in the 
afternoon on Sunday.   His 
brother, Richard and friends pro-
vided musical entertainment on 
Sunday.  That was Spectacular.  

Thanks so much.  
 

There is a lot of preparation 
months prior to the actual week-
end of Raspberry Days and during 

the event that need to be thanked 
and acknowledged.  We would like 
take time to thank them: our 
manager Dean Paulson for putting 

up with the many hours we spend 
going over permits, licenses and 

many details to the day it starts 
and ends, thank you; our faithful 
staff of bartenders, waitresses 
and our adorable Jim Stanley, for 
his janitorial services. All of you 
put in many hours to service us 
and to put up with the enduring 

heat, thank you.  
 

Tom, Harriet, the Lodermeier  
family & their friends, we never 

know how we can ever thank you 
enough.  You always make it a 
success. Your team plays such an 

important role in Raspberry Days.  
You always find the crews to work 
and you keep the players playing. 
The hours you all spend prepar-

ing, working and crunching num-
bers after the day is over.  Itôs 
unbelievable.   You all are so awe-
some, thank you! A thanks to 
those early birds that get up 
every Saturday and Sunday 

morning to clean the corn and 
help with the setups from the day 
before.  You let me sleep a few 
more hours, thank you. The Goe-
manôs clané.Wowéno more back 
breaking aches and pains for me.  

I have never seen any group fold 

up and put away tables and chairs 
as fast as this group of guys. The 
best part is they are always smil-
ing or laughing.  You are Fantas-
tic! Thank  you.   

 

Last of all, my partner and Co -
chair, Dick Stelzer, ñwe fooled 
them againò.  He has to put up 

Raspberry Success!  

 

What a fantastic Lodge we 

have! What a wonderful 

Raspberry Dayôs Weekend 

once again.  

 

The weather was hot & humid and 
totally unpredictable, but like al-
ways it was a fun & prosperous 

weekend for this yearôs Raspberry 
Festival, it was beautiful.  The 
Elks were filled with smiling faces, 
a lot of laughter and conversa-
tion.  We almost sold out of all 
our food again.  That is the per-
fect way to end the weekend.   

We had added tables this year for 
Bingo and we still filled them.  For 
those of you that were in atten-
dance on Friday and Saturday, we 
had a surprise visit from Our 

Queen Paige Boulger.  We had an 

excellent turnout all around.  
 

We try to thank all of you that 
volunteered over the weekend, 

but itôs sometimes hard.  You all 
were absolutely wonderful!  We 
canôt say enough ñThank yousò.  
You all are a major factor for 
making this event successful.  We 
can do all the planning and orga-
nizing, but what it really comes 

down to it, ñYOU!ò(volunteers )
make this event work.  It was 
also great to see our ER Bob 
Oakes welcoming our members 

and potential members all week-
end, for this we,ò thank youò.  We 
are also grateful to our ER for 

sending his son Austin, to the 
Lodge on Friday morning, he ap-
parently  needed  to do some 
ñcorrective trainingò.  Austin  
helped set the outside for the 
whole weekend.  This saved many 

of us from getting backaches.  
Thanks, Austin.  Also, our ER Bob 

ñBackyardò Patio 
Now Open!  

 

Proceeds from Mexican Night 

in April paid for new patio ta-

bles and chairs and a new tent 

that are now available for your 

enjoyment outside the back 

door of the lodge.  

 

Drinks are allowed on the 

patio as long as they are in 

plastic . 

with a lot when it comes to work-
ing with me. Dick you are a 
trooper.  Although, I think we are 
getting older and wise, we seem to 

have figured out a way to take 
short breaks now and then.  
ñThank you, Dickò.  You are my 
friend and we couldnôt do this 
event without you.   

Thank you all and see you at the 
Appreciation Breakfast Sunday, 
Aug 8, 10am ï 1pm.  

 

You all make us proud to be an 

Elk.  

  

Dick Stelzer, Raspberry Committee  

Jody Olson, Raspberry Committee  

 
And, Yes, we made money again 

this year!  We took in just over 
$13,500 in revenue to set off  
expenses of $6,200 for a net profit 
of just over $7,300. These pro-
ceeds go to fund a variety of lodge 
activities and local charities.  


