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ER Jill Lawrence

As many of you realize
who know me, I am
rarely at a loss for
words; but this month’s
article is an exception.
This is my last article as
your Exalted Ruler and I
am finding it difficult to
express my thank you
and appreciation to eve-
ryone who has made this
an exceptional year for
our Lodge. We have
not been without chal-
lenges these past few

Thoughts from the Carrot Top

months; but the bottom
line is, we have had a
VERY successful and ex-
ceptional year at Hopkins
#2221. 1 have tried to
thank everyone over the
year within my articles or
in person when I am
able; and I once again
say “thank you” to all
who have given in time,
energy and donations of
many kinds. It has taken
all of our efforts to be
successful.

It takes many volunteers,
volunteer ideas and hours
to make the large and
small events happen and
we will continue to need
the volunteers as we
grow into the future.

Newly initiated members
means new individuals to

help share their talents
and the work we, as Elks,
have set as important in
our Order to accomplish
within our communities
for our youth and veter-
ans as well as the com-
munity as a whole. The
work we do is important
and we need everyone to
participate.

The committee for the
June 2011 Minnesota Elks
Convention is already
hard at work building and
setting the foundation for
its success. If you think
you would like to be a
part of this event from
the ground up, contact
Blaine or Arlene Fiveland.
If you believe it takes a
village to raise a child, it
most definitely takes a
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
lodge to put on a convention of
this size.

The Mardi Gras event was small in
attendance as we greeted our
State President, Herman and his
wife, Barb, to our Lodge. But, we
made up for the small numbers
with big fun during the evening.
DeDe Noll and Scott King were
recognized with the Grand Exalted
Ruler’'s “*Making a Difference Spe-
cial Citation” for their work with
the Elks National Foundation and
Hoop Shoot programs in our
Lodge. Thank you again to both
of them for their longevity and
continued excellent service with
these programs. The Lodge and I
also received citations for the
work that has been accomplished
through Herman’s “Making a
Difference” program this past
year. Herman presented me with

a special gift of an Elks knife that
will be donated to a fund raising
project in the future. The evening
continued and we danced (and
danced) until the band quit at
midnight (we couldn’t *Just One
More” them to play longer).
Thank you to all of the officers
and members who attended the
dinner and the event.

With that event being my last
hurrah for the year, I once again
send my thank you and gratitude
to everyone for allowing me to
serve you this past year. It has
been my pleasure and it will be
an experience and memory I will
never forget. Thanks again to
Paul who promoted me to Em-
press. I had lots of fun with it.

Fraternally,
Jill

Hopkins Elks

Elk of the Month

March’s EOM is
Joey Rachel. Joey
is a long-time
member of our
Lodge and can usu-
ally be found work-
ing in and around
the lodge in various
capacities. He is best known for
his cooking. In February he
helped put up our new ceiling in
the dining room, front and back
entrances and the bathrooms in
the lodge; and, he created a won-
derful Cajun cuisine for our State
President’s visit and Mardi Gras
event.

Thanks Joey for all of the volun-
teering you do in the Lodge and
for sharing your many talents.
Enjoy your month.

Membership Report

New Members Initiated
Member Sponsor
Tom Koski Ken Steeno
Initiated by McAllen, TX lodge

Candidates

Candidate Sponsor
Kelly Capone Gary Capone
Carol Jordan Jane Perry
Alexandra McClendon Paula Worm

Steven Gilbertson
Joe Petersen
Chuck Raab

Jeff Boumeester

Gregg Larson

Applicants
Applicant Sponsor
Kent Gruetzmacher Dedria Noll
Mary Gruetzmacher Dedria Noll
Sandy Rizzo Sarah Goeman
Jeff Pacyga Transfer from FL

1E a candidate has been inter-
viewed AND has received a letter
from the secretary, s/he will be
invited to the next initiation.

Contact the Lodge Secretary at
952-933-2221 with questions.

Richard Owens

Larry Anderson
Bob Muehlberg

5 Year Trustee

Inner Guard
Soccer Shoot Coordinator

Penny A Day Coordinator

2010-2011 Officers Elected

Congratulations to the following individuals for their selection as the
officers and trustees for the Hopkins Elks Lodge for 2010-2011:

Exalted Ruler Bob Oakes
Leading Knight Brandon Miller
Loyal Knight Vic Baldwin
Lecturing Knight JoAnn Bohn
Secretary Jody Olson
Treasurer Harriet Lodermeier
Tiler Arlene Fiveland

Tom Plehal

Open Positions: In last month’s Hopline we identified a list of the
various officer and committee positions within the lodge. We are cur-
rently looking for people interested in volunteering their time and
effort for a number of positions. Specifically, we need people for:

House Committee (see In the Spotlight on the web site)

If you are interested in any of these positions or volunteering in some
other capacity, please contact Bob Oakes 612-227-6730.
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March Birthdays

The following members
have birthdays this month:

1 Adnan Al Kaissy

2 Gene Dufner
Kent Peterson

3 Suzanne Noble

4  Adrian Anderson
Kathleen Quinn
William Schindele

5 Robert Ramerth

6 Gary Ekstame
William Freiberg
Dale Moldenhauer

7 Joseph Eisele
Howard Gandrud
Larry Stiele

8 David Klocek

9 Glenn Guldberg
Steven Skaret
Robert Thompson

10 JoAnne Christman
Gretchen Peterson

11 Willard Danley

12 Thomas Olson

13 Vern Menk
J. Gregor Nelson
Michael Yorks

14

16

17

19

20
21

22

23

24
25
26

27
28

30
31

Carol Olson
Crystal Paulson
Armand Berzins
Ruth Gustafson
Michael Hadges
Stephen Mount
James Daughton
Jane Perry

Ronald Flynn
David Pederson
Dana Western
Jan Converse
Wendell Jacobs, PER
Eugene Schneider
Charles Williams
Jim Gall

Patrick Schwartz
Jerry Beckman
Christopher Evans
Tim Dillon

Larry Higgins
Clyde Ulku

Bryan Vos

Robert Gyurci
Theodore Carlson
Mark Irgens

Jeff Peters

Albert Martin
Herman Loeffler
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Officer Change

Marty Bickel is unable to fulfill his term at
Esquire and thus Blaine Fiveland has been
installed as the Lodge Esquire. Thank you
Marty for your time and effort this past
year.

MACS LIQUOR

Corner of Blake Bd, & Excelsior Blvd,
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Be An Active Lodge Member

Come to the meetings every 2™ and 4%
Monday (except for holidays & in July &
August only 4" Monday) to express your
views, to hear others and to get to know
the Lodge officers and other members:

Officers
Exalted Ruler Jill Lawrence
Leading Knight Bob Oakes
Loyal Knight Brandon Miller
Lecturing Knight  Victor Baldwin
Secretary Jody Olson
Treasurer Harriet Lodermeier
Esquire Blaine Fiveland
Chaplain JoAnn Bohn
Inner Guard Douglas Dyrland
Tiler Arlene Fiveland
Organist Gary Lehman PER PSP

Trustees
(3" Wednesday @ 6:00 PM)
Mary Doughman (5 Year Trustee ),
Pat Wright PER, Joe Kaderlik,
Alan Krattley PER, Gary Capone

House Committee
(2™ Wednesday @ 6:00pm)
Craig Johnson (Chairman), Mike Owens,
Dave Rahm and Guy Saffell

Gaming Committee
(3" Monday @ 5:30 PM)
Tom Urahn (Gaming Mgr),
Mike Owens (Assistant Mgr), Carol Olson

Gaming Staff
Jody Wind & Deanna Dufner

Club Staff
Dean Paulson (Manager),
Keith Prader, Renee Romain,
Vic Baldwin, Rich Kindseth, Tom
Wright, Tim Wind, Adrian Miller,
Melissa Wind, Jim Stanley,
Susie Lewis, Jasmine Lane &
Paula Worm, Suzanne Noble
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Just One More

Your lodge needs you!!! This is
the time of the lodge year that
committees are being appointed
and plans being made for the rest
of the year. As a member of the
lodge now would be the time to
step up and volunteer to be on a
committee. There are a lot to
choose from: Americanism, Gov-
ernment Relations, Youth Activi-
ties, Soccer Shoot, Hoop Shoot,
Drug Awareness, Audit, Lodge
and Club Activities just to name a
few.

You do not have to be the chair of
the committee just an active
member. Notice I did not say “a
member” but said “an active
member”. It will do your lodge
no good if you'’re a member of a
committee in name only. You
need to be active on that commit-
tee. You need to bring your ideas,

suggestions, plans and brain-
power to make that committee
work. Some committees are only
for one or two events, such as
Flag Day or Hoop Shoot. Others
may last the whole year, in any
case volunteer to be on a commit-
tee. Talk to any officer about
what committees are available
and look at your strengths and
find a committee to be an active
member. You may find that you
can make a difference in your
lodge by becoming a committee
member or committee chair.

I know the Exalted Ruler would
really appreciate the help and
your lodge would be blessed with
a member who really understands
what Elks are all about.

Herman Wisneski, President
Minnesota Elks Association

Hopkins Elks

Thank You!

Thank you, thank you, thank you!
To all of the guys (and gal) that
replaced all of the ceiling tiles in
the dining room, front entry, and
downstairs bathrooms, thank you!
You did a fantastic job! Vic Bald-
win, Dick Christensen, Blaine and
Arlene Fiveland, Steve Guenther,
Mark Larson, John Miller, Dean
Paulson, Keith Prader, Joey Ra-
chel, Ed Snyder, Tom Urahn, and
myself took two days to replace
over 420 tiles. Blaine and Arlene
tackled the job of cleaning (and
throwing away stuff) in the stor-
age room downstairs. Everything
is now organized and looks great!

Please make sure that you thank
any of these people next time you
see them and thank them for
their hard work!

Pat Wright

From the Mailbag: Visiting Other Lodges

P Q: How do I
find out where
o there are Elks
[ 3 4 lodges within
* A Minnesota or in
other states? Is
g8 ¥ my member-
A ship good at

another lodge?

A: The easiest way to find other
Elks lodge locations is to use the
Lodge Locator feature on the
national Elks website. You can
search for lodges by state or by
zip code. You can find the locator
on the national site by going to:
http://www.elks.org/locator.cfm

An alternative is the printed lodge
directory which can be found at
the lodge and lists all the lodges,
their address, highlights of their
facilities (e.g. allows RVs) as well
as dues information. Just ask the
bartender for the directory.

In terms of your membership,
yes, your membership will allow

you entry to every Elks lodge
throughout the United States.
Here in Minnesota, your Elks
membership card will provide
entry through the card reader
system similar to that at our
lodge. For lodges outside of
Minnesota, simply ring the bell for
entry into the facility. Most lodges
will ask for verification of your
membership so be sure to bring
your membership card with you
and present it upon request.
Please sign their guest book so
that they know you stopped by
but also so the lodge knows what
a great lodge Hopkins is and how
well we support the Elks organiza-
tion!

You can attend a lodge meeting
at another lodge and will be ac-
knowledged as a guest.

Many of the lodges have facilities
such as pools, tennis courts, even
a golf course. You can generally
use their facilities as if you were a
local member. However, there

may be local policies that restrict
what can and cannot be used so it
is best to check with the local
lodge first to understand their
rules.

Some lodges may also offer a free
drink or a buy one get the second
drink free. This varies from lodge
to lodge per their local policies.

Visiting lodges either within
Minnesota or throughout the
country is one of the many bene-
fits of your Elks membership. It's
a great way to meet new people
while out of town and feel wel-
come in a new city. It's also a
great place to stop and ask about
local hotels, restaurants and
places to see. What better way to
find out about the town than to
ask the locals!

Check out the Minnesota state
association web site for a list of
the lodges here in Minnesota:

http://www.mnelks.org/information.htm
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As was previously reported,
Hopkins Lodge held their local
Hoop Shoot event and sent 6
winners to the Metro District Hoop
Shoot on January 17%". We had a
great showing by our local shoot-
ers and our 10-11 year old winner
went on to represent the Metro
District and Hopkins Lodge at the
State Hoop Shoot held in Hutchin-
son on February 6%, She did a
great job at State and placed
Third in the 10-11 year old
division. Great job, Luci!

Fraternally submitted,
Scott L. King
Hoop Shoot Director

Hoop Shoot Final Report 2010

The Metro District Hoop Shoot
results are as follows:

8-9 year old girls
Hopkins 2™ Place

8-9 year old boys
Hopkins 2" Place

10-11 year old girls
Hopkins 1%t Place

10-11 year old boys
Hopkins 4™ Place

12-13 year old girls
Hopkins 2™ Place

12-13 year old boys
Hopkins 4™ Place
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Youth Camp

Another summer at
the Youth Camp is
just around the cor-
ner. The purpose
of Youth Camp is to
provide a week of
fun-filled activities
for 9-13 year olds and to enhance
the child’s love of the outdoors.
This is a great opportunity for
single parents or families im-
pacted by unemployment or un-
der-employment. Please spread
the word!! Lets get those spaces
filled! The cost of the camp
program and the transportation to
and from the camp is completely
paid by the Elks Lodge.

Hopkins Session (21 children):
Sun, June 27thd Sat, July 3rd

If you know of a child who could
benefit from this opportunity,
please contact Mike Schatz at
952-746-5771 or
mike@schatzteam.com
http://www.mnelks.org/YouthCamp

Cl
Hello Everyone,

I was fortunate to travel to Flor-
ida to the Super Bowl AND mosey
down to New Orleans for Mardi
Gras. I noticed that the passion
displayed at both of these events
was just like the passion our Min-
nesota Vikings fans have. We all
have lots of different passions.
Passion for love, work, a hobby or
family.

One of my passions is the
Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks of which I have been a
member for many, many years.
I am passionate about it be-
cause | believe in all that it

stands for. | think that the basic
structure that our founders set up
SO many years ago is just as
important to adhere to today. A
strong core of officers with knowl-

amo s

Col umn

edge of the order and a group of
committees just as strong to see
that our lodge can honor our
commitment to giving and a club
that is profitable and enjoyable

for our members. As we have
seen recently in Minnesota, one
candét survive with
Volunteering is the key to our
success along with attendance of
your Lodge meeting. That is
where ALL your questions can be
answered. Please ask an officer or
committee person if you can be of
help. | don't want to lose my pas-
sion. I'll get off my soap box now.

| hope you all have happiness and
good fortune.

See you at the St.

Your Friend Ralph

D

Membership
Hi,

Membership as been a great suc-
cess so far this year. I would like
to thank all our members who
sponsored new members and

congratulations are in order.
u he ot her.

We still need to press for more
quality people like we have so we
can continue our growth. Keep
asking your friends and neighbors
to come to the Elks and see for
themselves what a great organi-
zation our Elks Lodge is!!!!

Tom Plehal

MambershipkC@mmitieey
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The Elks have
played a role in
much popular
culture.

In Fibber
McGee and
Molly, Fibber was member of the
Elks. McGee is often referred to
as being in charge of the Elk's
pool table committee, ostensibly
because he is usually the person
responsible for tearing the felt on
the table. McGee was also per-
petually behind in his dues.

In The Honeymooners, Ralph
Kramden and Ed Norton are
members of the Raccoon Lodge
and in one episode they are both
candidates to be voted the Rac-
coons' "Grand High Exalted Mystic
Ruler". This is likely a parody of
the Elks and the Shriners.

In The Flintstones, which takes
much of its inspiration from The
Honeymooners, Fred, Barney, Mr.
Slate belong to the male only
Loyal Order of Water Buffaloes
Lodge No. 26 with a "Grand Pooh-
bah". Another likely Elks Parody.

In Stephen King's The Dark Tower
VII: The Dark Tower, Roland and
Susannah come across a skeleton
that is wearing a ring that identi-

Elks Random Historian

fies him as an Elk.

In Scene Nine of the musical How

Hopkins Elks

the Arms of Jesus"' at his funeral.

In Curb Your Enthusiasm, Larry

to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying, during the act
"Brotherhood of Man", with the
lyrics "Now, you may join the
Elks, my friend, and I may join
the Shriners".

In_Song of Solomon by Toni Mor-
rison, the protagonist Milkman
Dead III proclaims, "If this bath
and this woman... are all that
come out of this trip, I will rest
easy and do my duty to God,
country, and the Brotherhood of
Elks for the rest of my life." Page
285.

In Hunter S. Thompson's short
1990 essay "Tarred and Feath-
ered at the Jersey Shore", in-
cluded in his book Songs of the
Doomed, he recalls of his time
living in the abandoned coal min-
ing town of Jersey Shore, Penn-
sylvania: "I had to join the blan-
ket blank Elks Club in order to
get a drink there on weekends."

In Zora Neale Hurston's novel,
Their Eyes Were Watching God, it
is made apparent that Joe (Jody)
Starks is a member of the Elks
when 'the Elks band ranked at
the church door playing "Safe in

David lies about being "a moose
and an EIk" when trying to get a
membership in a Protestant golf
club.

Frank Barone in Everyone Loves
Raymond was a member of the
Caribou Lodge (a fictional organi-
zation that appears to be inspired
by the Elks), although he left the
lodge after being made man of
the year.

In Babbit, by Sinclair Lewis, the
main character, George Babbit, is
an active member of the Elks.
Canadian indie rock group The
Weakerthans have a song entitled
"Psalm for the Elks Lodge Last
Call".

Members of the Elks Lodge are
served reinvented American culi-
nary classics in Bravo TV's Top
Chef.

In John Steinbeck's novel East of
Eden, Adam Trask considers join-
ing the Elks.

In the Law & Order episode
"Helpless", it is revealed that
Captain Don Cragen is an active
member of the Elks.

Hopkins Elks 50th Anniversary
Logo Design Contest

We are looking for members and/or their friends who are artistic to design a
new logo for the Hopkins Elks Lodge. The logo should contain the American
flag, our Hopkins Elks Lodge name and number (#2221) and reference our
50th year anniversary, 1961—2011

The intention is to use it on some new caps and possibly clothing such as polo
shirts, wind shirts and/or sweatshirts to have for sale at the lodge. There will
be a cash prize for the winning logo.

Contact Gregg Larson or Tom Plehal if you have questions or are interested in

submitting an idea.
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Hazel Swanson Memorial Lunch Officer Installation Dinner
Wednesday, March 10th, 1:00pm Saturday, March 27th, 7:00pm
Part of the Golden Chefs weekly Prime Rib and all the fixings
luncheon. $5.00/person $17.00/person
Seeking donations of side dishes, Music of David Carroll

hot dishes, desserts etc. 8-11pm

Come dance the night away
Monies received will be donated in Hazel’s to tunes of the 50's, 60's,
name to the Ritual Team Trip to the Elvis and many more. Free

national competition in Orlando entertainment from 8-11pm. Sg R
P Sign up at the lodge.

Jands Home Baked Pigs f or MsaldakDinner

Thursday and Friday evenings Fundraiser for Ritual Team

during Steak Fry and Fish Fry Saturday, March 20th, 6:30pm

Selections vary week to week $10/person—Golden Chefs famous
only $15.00 each. meatloaf, mashed potatoes, veggie, des-

sert (home made cookies and pizzelles)

Monies will be donated to the Ritual Team

Trip to the national competition in Orlando Sign up at the Lodge

Brought to you by Helen Wheeler, Mary Cathers,
Carol & Leroy Stahowiak,

Please return the pie plates to the lodge. Harriet Lodermeier and Shirley Warren

Slainte! 35th Annual Worl deg

St. Patrickos Da
Wednesday, March |17th, 4:30pm

Corned Beef and Cabbage at the Elks, $10.00, 12:00pm-unt i | it 0s
Free hotdogs at the EIl ks to wearers

The Hopkins American Legion & Hopkins VFW Post will form a color guard. Hopkins Parade Marshal Virg
Evenstad will step off at 4:30 pm from the Hopkins American Legion at 12th & Mainstreet and
parade towards the Elks. Joining Virg will be former Parade Marshal & Mayor of Hopkins,

Gene Maxwell, other city dignitaries, Hopkins Business & Civic Association members, and the elegant
Hopkins Raspberry Festival Royalty... on a gleaming red Hopkins Fire Department truck!

Everyone is invited to join our parade...find a spot & jump in.

At the Elks, former Parade Marshal Dave McCarville will conduct the popular
"Best Dressed in Green Costumes" for girls & boys in 3 different age categories!!

% % % % % % % % % %
Wole Fofe Wole Fofe Foe Wofe Fofe Fofe Fofe Fofe ¥ o
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Gaming Mtg 5:30pm
Trustees Mtg 6:00p

Happy Hour 47pm

Golden Chefs 2pm
St Patricks Day
Parade 4:30pm

Steak Fry 6:3@:30p

Hopline Articles Dug|

Friday Fish Fry
6:30-8:30pm

Ritual Fundraiser

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
l 2 3 Happy Hour 4 Lunch 112pm 5 Lunch 122pm 6
Lunch 122pm Lunch 112pm 1lam2pm, 47pm
Happy Hour 46pm | Happy Hour 47pm Steak Fry 6:38:30p| Friday Fish Fry
Golden Chefs 2pm 6:30-8:30pm
7 Sunday 8 Lunch 122pm 9 10 Happy Hour 11 Lunch 112pm 12 Lunch 132pm 13
Breakfast 10aripm | Happy Hour 46pm | Lunch 112pm 1lam2pm, 47pm
Happy Hour 47pm Hazel Swanson Steak Fry 6:3@:30p
Lodge Meeting 7pm Memorial Lunch 32pm Friday Fish Fry
House Comm Mtg 6pm)
14 Sunday 15 Lunch 132pm 16 17 Happy Hour 18 Lunch 132pm 19 Lunch 132pm 20
Breakfast 10aripm | Happy Hour 47pm | Lunch 112pm 1lam2pm, 47pm Meatloaf Dinner

6:30pm

2 1 Sunday
Breakfast 10aripm

22 Lunch 132pm
Happy Hour 47pm

Lodge Meeting 7pm

23

Lunch 1312pm
Happy Hour 47pm

24 Happy Hour
1lam2pm, 47pm

Golden Chefs 2pm

25 Lunch 132pm

Steak Fry 6:3@:30p

26 Lunch 132pm

Friday Fish Fry
6:30-8:30pm

27

Offi

David Carroll 811p

icer Installation

Dinner 7pm

28 Sunday

Breakfast 10aripm

SUN

29

Lunch 122pm
Happy Hour 47pm

MON

30

Lunch 112pm
Happy Hour 47pm

TUE

3]J—|appy Hour

1lam2pm, 47pm
Golden Chefs 2pm
BunkoNight VA 6:45p

WED

THU

FRI

April 2010

SAT

1 Lunch 132pm

Steak Fry 6:36:30p

2 Lunch 132pm

Last Friday Fish Fryf

3

Gaming Committee

Hopline Articles Dug Meeting 5:30pm

Happy Hour 47pm

Golden Chefs 2pm

Steak Fry 6:36:30p

6:30-8:30pm
4 5 Lunch 132pm 6 7 Happy Hour 8 Lunch 132pm 9 Lunch 122pm 10
Easter Sunday | Happy Hour 46pm | Lunch 122pm 1lam2pm, 47pm
Happy Hour 47pm | Golden Chefs 2pm | Steak Fry 6:3@:30p
House Committee
Meeting 6:00pm
11 Sunday 12 Lunch 122pm 13 14 Happy Hour 15 Lunch 132pm 16 Lunch 132pm 17
Breakfast 10aripm | Happy Hour 47pm | Lunch 122pm 1lam2pm, 47pm
Happy Hour 47pm | Golden Chefs 2pm | Steak Fry 6:3@:30p
Lodge Meeting 7pm Trustees Mtg 6:00pm
Hopline Proposal
18 Sunday 19 Lunch 122pm 20 21 Happy Hour 22 Lunch 112pm 23 Lunch 112pm 24
Breakfast 10aripm | Happy Hour 47pm | Lunch 122pm 1lam2pm, 47pm

25 Sunday

Breakfast 10aripm

26

Lunch 132pm
Happy Hour 47pm
Lodge Meeting 7pm

27

Lunch 132pm
Happy Hour 47pm

28

Happy Hour
1lam2pm, 47pm
Golden Chefs 2pm

29

30




