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HOPLINE
http://www.hopkinselks.org

Club Hours

Mon-Thurs 11am - 11pm
Fri 11am—12 am
Sat 9am - 12am
Sun 9am - 9pm

www.hopkinselks.org
www.teamingupforteens.org
www.mnwelcomehomevets.org

Exalted Ruler Kat Downs
Lodge meetings are the 2nd and
4th Monday of the month
except on holidays. July and
August 4th Monday only.

Officers

Exalted Ruler
Leading Knight
Loyal Knight
Lecturing Knight
Secretary
Treasurer
Esquire
Chaplain
Inner Guard
Tiler

Kat Downs
Sue Huttner
Danielle Arthur
Michael Shinn
Jody Olson
Vicki Olson
Mike Owens
Candyce Ferrentino
Mike Stevens
Linda Stevens

Trustees

(2nd/4th Monday 6:00pm)

Marty Bickel, Jeff Boumeester,
Jim Granquist, Bob Arthur,
Dwight Koenen

House Committe

Denise Friedmeyer, Scott Johnson
Amy Lynne Nelson, Clyde Ulku
Cindy Muzetras, Sandy Hongerholt

Special Events

Cindy Muzetras, Jan Larson
Linda Stevens, Mary Page

Well, where did the summer go? I cannot believe it is already September. August was full of great activities for all
and the highlight was Ribfest! It was the biggest on record
I’ve been told, and I will tell you what, I had a blast. Again,
the awesome team effort of all who participated was
amazing! Our 15 teams (14 Competition and 1 House Rib
Team) prepared a total of 25 cases of ribs, that’s roughly
1000 lbs. and 4500 individual ribs! Thank you to all the
teams that got up really early and stood over smoke and
heat all day to participate, and to all the folks who came
up to eat and celebrate a beautiful summer day with us.
And to Kristin Bethke and your outstanding chorus of volunteers, a well-deserved round of applause! As my team
would say, You Rocked the Pig!
Coming in September we have our annual Luau and Pig Roast on the 14th. This
event should be a great time for everyone, bring a guest and let’s get more people
interested in what the Elks has to offer. Membership is on the rise and let’s keep that
going. We have an Initiation Ceremony on the 11th and I know there will be a whole
crowd of people there learning about our Order, taking their Obligation and hearing
about what it means to be an Elk. From that initiation day our new members have a
lot to learn. Danielle Arthur and Sue and Jim Huttner have put together what will be
the basis for a training session on what it means to be an Officer of our Lodge. The
goal of this course is to give our members the opportunity to better understand the
roles and responsibilities of what our Officers have, what the commitment is should a
member decide to become an Officer and is chock full of the details that get lost in
translation from year to year as the Officers change seats each year. This effort on
their part has been noticed at a District Level and will be invaluable to incoming
members and people interested in joining the Officer seats. Thank you to Sue, Jim
and Danielle for your commitment to our Order and continuing to strengthen our
(Continued on page 2)
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membership!
One thing I would like to touch on in this article
for the month of September is the Elks Virtue
of Charity. I want to congratulate Rick and
Gretchen Peterson for being part of delivering
the 350th Welcome Home Vets kit this last
month. What an amazing program we have
here at Hopkins. From what I’ve been advised,
of all the Lodges nationwide that participate in
this outstanding program our Lodge contributes 12% of the Nationwide total of deliveries!
Just think about that, out of upwards of 2000
Lodges Nationwide OUR Lodge, and yes, I will
say it again, contributes to 12% of the NATIONWIDE total of kits to our Veterans here in
our communities in Minnesota. Can I get a resounding round of Applause?!
It is each of our members charitable efforts and
active participation in our Lodge that gets us to
that number. Each time you chose to volunteer
wherever you can you increase our opportunity
to impact our charitable efforts and membership which in turn allows us to do things like
support our Veterans, Troops, Youth and Communities. Charity is not just money but also the
time you give. We all may not have money to
spare, but I bet we all have some time we can
donate. An hour here and an hour there can
make a huge difference in the lives of people
around us. Not only directly in helping our fellow members but also indirectly in ways you
may never hear of. Keep up the good work and
a massive thank you to all of you who continue
to give of your valuable time.
Lastly, I want to tell you how honored I am to
have the opportunity to be a leader in our organization. Taking a leadership role in any organization is a daunting task and full of twists
and turns, tough decisions that need to be
made, analysis of business practice and implementation of change all while attempting to
keep the peace. I’ve been keeping a keen eye
on all of the amazing folks who participate in
being part of the leadership of this Lodge over
the last 5 months and I want to commend all of
you for taking on the tough topics, projects,
conversations, decisions and activities that
require the mental and emotional wherewithal
to be part of an order that is halfway between
family and profession. I set out in the beginning
of my Elks journey to better understand how I
fit into a volunteer organization in an attempt to
better understand myself as a person. There
are so many different dynamics at play in a
volunteer organization and the passion that all
of you bring truly amazes me. Keep your
heads up and Elk on my friends. We have a lot

of great work to get done and only through collaboration,
consideration, communication and contribution will we get it
done!
Again, thank you to all of you for who you are! I love and
appreciate every one of you!
Fraternally Yours~
Kat Downs
Exalted Ruler

RICK AND GRETCHEN
PETERSON

Thank You Ribfest Volunteers!
The 25th Annual Rib Cook-off was a great success!
YOU ROCKED THE PIG!

Birthdays
The following members have birthdays this month:
This info is posted at the
lodge
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Membership Report
As of August 17, 2019
This info is posted at the lodge

New Member Initiation
Saturday, Sept 7

Next Initiation: September 7, 2019

Join us in welcoming our new
members into the Lodge
Indoctrination: 11:00am
Initiation: 11:30am
Lunch menu available upstairs
following the ceremony

Sunday Fun Day
Join us for food, fun
and more
during weekend
Vikings Games!
Food! Pull tabs!
Meat Raffles!

Helping Youth in our Community

Sponsor three new members and/or reinstatements for the 2019-20120 Lodge year
and your Lodge dues are free! See flyer at the
Lodge for more details.

Hopline Newsletter Changes
If you’ve read the Hopline, you know that the editor responsibilities have transitioned. Thanks to Gretchen for
her many years of providing monthly information for the
Hopkins Elks. If you have something for the newsletter,
please send it by the 18th of the month to: newsletter@hopkinselks.org.
Terri Olson
Hopline Editor

Thank you to everyone
that
came out and
supported our various
packing events supporting
homeless and at-risk youth in our
community.
Thanks, too, for joining the Ice
Cream Social supporting a Gold
Star Family.

Paul Ryan for
Grand Exalted Ruler
On the opposite page you will see a letter
from Paul Ryan of Willmar Lodge #952.
Paul is currently the endorsed candidate to
become the next Grand Exalted Ruler
(GER) for the Elks next year at the 2020
National Elks Convention in Baltimore, MD.

Bryan R. Klatt

Robert L. Duitsman

Grand Secretary
2750 N. Lakeview Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614-1889

Grand Exalted Ruler
24838 Narbonne Ave
Lomita, CA 90717-1530

Paul R. Ryan
Endorsed Candidate
A Fraternal Organization

770 Highway 71 NE Suite 4
Willmar, MN 56201
(320)-295-3121
Paulryan7138@gmail.com

Minnesota Lodges
Lodge Secretaries
Lodge Secretaries: Please report at August meeting:
Exalted Rulers and Members all:
Well, since my last communication I have gotten a lot of support from many of the members, individually, there have been a few that
have donated and there have been two lodges that have donated the original requested $15 per member. Thank you to Alexandria
lodge for a total donation of $8,500. This includes a $500 donation from the Alexandria Bowling fund. GO DREAM TEAM!!!! Willmar
at their July meeting also made a $15 per member donation of $5000. Thank you to them for their generosity also. See Minnesota is
already:

Pulling Together – Making the Best Better

So who is Paul R. Ryan & Stacey Ryan……Stacey and Paul go back to 1987 when we met, since then we have had a relationship
that was friends and eventually developed into a family. During part of that time, Stacey joined the Elks when woman were allowed to
join. Why…That is what Schindele’s do!!!! Schindele’s do Elks. I came along and Stacey wanted to make sure I understood what the
Minnesota Elks were all about, took me to camp. Yep, I fell in love…..with her and with what Minnesota Elks are all about! Since then
I made it my mission to do great things in the Minnesota Elks. Little did I know that it would turn into something even
bigger. My mentors in this organization pointed me in the right direction, told me to go District Deputy, instead of District President. I
did two consecutive terms as DD. Of course, this was after I had already been Exalted Ruler. I had already sat on our Board of Directors, and done many things that required me to read, understand, and view the statutes. Immediately following, I was given the
honor of being nominated to the Board of Grand Trustees. Holy Smokes!!!! I was lost! But I worked my way through it and was determined that I could make a difference in this brother/sisterhood. Gaining the distinct honor of becoming the chairperson of the
board of Grand Trustees, which was voted on by my piers on the board, I finished out my duties with distinct honor. Upon my completion, I was called to be the Endorsed Candidate for Grand Exalted Ruler. Life has now
changed forever.
Now who are we on a personal side. I have graduated from Southwest Minnesota State University, managed a bar for 12 years.
During which time I was Treasurer and President of my local Chamber of Commerce. Also, during that time, I managed for 7 years
to be the promoter for the Spicer Fourth of July City Celebration. Then I moved on to Real estate, where I have been for 24 years.
During which time for that board I have been on the local board of directors for 17 years. Serving as the President for one term. I
was also a recipient of the local Realtor of the year award (2008). I served two terms on the Minnesota Association of Realtors
Board of Directors and was nominated for Realtor of the year for the state also. I have been a top 100 agent in Minnesota for 7
years running. And in 2018. I bought my company for which I was working.
Stacey has graduated from Willmar Technical College with an AA emphasis in accounting. She has worked for the Hospitality industry, Torgerson Properties, a Non-profit Camp on Green Lake in Spicer, and currently is in the Book Keeping department for a locally
owned bank. Stacey is currently serving on many community (New London) committees promoting the city and promoting the area.
She has served on many committees in the lodge including Auditing and accounting, assisted me and her father in the Hoop Shoot
program, and she has been the lodges Gambling Manager for about 10 years. And of course, being my support and guidance during all of my adventures.
All of this was done while raising a family of 3 kids, Jordan (and Alex) Ryan of Fargo North Dakota, both also members. Cassaundra Jo (15) and Jackson Paul (12). We are a busy family, we have been active in many things in our lives, we choose the Elks because of what I call the “human nature” side of this organization. To be an Elk you have to love your fellow man, be charitable, and
all around be willing to give of yourself. I hope that you would agree that Stacey & I and my family fit the bill.
Just some more costs that we have incurred or are going to incur. 10,000 pins have been ordered for the year that we are traveling
representing the State of Minnesota and National Elks. A dinner sponsored by the state of Minnesota for the officers and members
of the team that will be associated with us during our year abroad. NO Balloons, NO Confetti, we will have a fanfare, but it will be a
sensible one!!!
We look forward to this adventure. We hope that the state of Minnesota and the members will be:
Pulling Together – Making the Best Better & contribute just $15 per member to be able to help defer our expenses.
If your lodge would like Stacey and I to attend an event or a fundraiser, we would make our best efforts to do so. Give me a call
at 320-295-3121 or shoot me an e-mail at paulryan7138@gmail.com, we look forward to hearing from you.
Fraternally,
Paul R Ryan & Stacey Ryan
Endorsed Candidate

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks - Grand Lodge

Elks Care - Elks Share
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MN Elks Youth Camp : Raffle Tickets on Sale Now
Tickets are on sale now for the Youth Camp raffle. Similar to last
year, tickets are $100/ea and there are only 1,000 tickets available. Drawing will be held at the Mid Year Convention in Breezy
Point on October 19, 2019, 1:30pm. Buy yours at the Bar.
Prizes include:
1st Prize (1):
2nd Prizes (1):
3rd Prize (1):
4th Prizes (1):

$6,000
$4,000
$3,000
$2,000

5th Prize (1):
6th Prizes (50):
7th Prize (45):

$1,000
$500
$200

Need not be an Elk to purchase. Need not be present to
win. Proceeds pay for camper fees.

Volunteer Cooks
Wanted!
We need breakfast teams for Sundays!
All Sundays are open other than the 3rd
Sunday of the month. Contact a member of the House Committee if interested. Training Provided!

September 2019
SUN
1
Sunday Breakfast
9am—12pm

MON
2
Happy Hour 4-7pm

TUE
3 Lunch 11—2pm
Happy Hour 4-8pm

Labor Day—open
regular hours

Gramskys Menu
11am—8pm

8
Sunday Breakfast
9am—12pm

9 Lunch 11-2pm
Happy Hour 4-7pm

10 Lunch 11—2pm
Happy Hour 4-8pm

15
Sunday Breakfast
9am—12pm

16 Lunch 11-2pm
Happy Hour 4-7pm

22
Sunday Breakfast
9am—12pm

23 Lunch 11-2pm
Happy Hour 4-7pm

29
Sunday Breakfast
9am—12pm

30 Lunch 11-2pm
Happy Hour 4-7pm

PER Pizza Night
6:00-7:30pm
House Comm Mtg

Trustee Meeting
6:00pm
Lodge Meeting 7pm

17 Lunch 11-2pm
Happy Hour 4-8pm

24 Lunch 11-2pm
Happy Hour 4-8pm
PER Pizza Night
6:00-7:30pm
House Comm Mtg
6:00pm

WED

THU

4 Happy Hour 11-7p

5 Lunch 11-2pm

Appetizers 6-8pm
Ritual Practice
(lower level)
6:00pm

Grill Night
6:00-8:00pm

11 Happy Hour 11-7p
Appetizers 6-8pm

18 Happy Hour 11-7p
Appetizers 6-8pm

25 Happy Hour 11-7p
Appetizers 6-8pm

12 Lunch 11-2pm
Grill Night
6:00-8:00pm

19 Lunch 11-2pm
Grill Night
6:00-8:00pm

26 Lunch 11-2pm
Grill Night
6:00-8:00pm

FRI
6 Lunch 11-2pm
Friday Appetizers
6:00-8:00pm

13 Lunch 11-2pm
Friday Appetizers
6:00-8:00pm
20 Lunch 11-2pm

SAT
7 Lunch 11-2pm

Initiation of New
Members
11:00am
14 Lunch 11-2pm

District Mtg 10am
Location: TBD
Pig Roast
4:00-8:00PM

21 Lunch 11-2pm

Friday Appetizers
6:00-8:00pm
27 Lunch 11-2pm
Friday Appetizers
6:00-8:00pm

28 Lunch 11-2pm

