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Greeting Members All,
Yet another month has sailed passed. Hard to believe
we are entering the final month of 2021. I hope you
take a moment to reflect on your year, celebrate the
successes, let go of the mistakes, and savor the memories with friends, family, and loved-ones.
I have had some wonderful conversations with some of
our members lately. In these conversations, it was
shared that not everyone knows about the www.Elks.org website. This is
a frequented site for me and has been for years. Once you register, you
can find out specific information about our Lodge, like our current membership count, our ENF standings, and more. You can also check out all
the programs the Elks have available. This is a free website and something all of us can access. Check it out to learn more about our organization.
Another topic of conversation has been the structure of the Elks organization. As an educator at heart, I am excited to share with you some of the
basics. Let’s start with our Lodge.
The basic structure is Exalted Ruler, Officers, Trustees, Committees and
Members. We are a local Lodge, and have members from all over, including out of state. There are 24 Lodges in the state of Minnesota that each
have the same structure. Each Lodge has wonderful unique characteristics and nuances, but we all have the same focal point: Charity, Justice,
Fidelity, and Brotherly Love.
Our state is divided into 4 districts: North, South, Metro, and Central. The
districts all have a President, Secretary, Committee Chairs and members
from the districts. Our Committee Chairs will send periodic reports to the
district level so a comprehensive report can be made. Our district, the
Metro District, has 2 meetings each year to hear reports from the committees and encourage fellowship among our Lodges.
The Districts roll-up to the State Association. The State Association is
made up of the State President, District Presidents, Officers, State Committee Chairs, and Lodge members from throughout the state. This group
meets in June and October to hear statewide reports and to support camaraderie among all Elks in the state.
The state associations are all part of the Grand Lodge (think National).
The Grand Lodge is structured like our Local Lodge (Grand Exalted Ruler,
Officers, Trustees, Committees, and Members) with the addition of a Judicial Branch. Our state is represented by District Deputies appointed by
the Grand Exalted Ruler. These District Deputies have elected Esquires.
(Continued on page 2)
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This is a high level overview of the structure of our organization. One of the coolest things I have
discovered in my Elk history is the Brotherly Love among Elks regardless of which level you participate in. When you see the information on the District Meetings, Annual/Mid-Year Convention, or
National Convention, remember that you are able to attend them all. There is no shortage of information, ideas, or friendships to be shared.
November was a very busy month at the Lodge. We started with a night of Improv. A good laugh
was had by those in attendance.
The following weekend was new member initiation and our annual Minnesota State Elks Association
President’s visit. Check out the article in this issue that recaps our amazing time with Mr. Jennings.
Also, you can read his kind words of thanks in this issue. The weekend ended with a Veterans dinner hosted by our Veterans Chair, Guy Saffell.
Our next adventure was a little wreath making to get the holidays started. What a fun day - even
for us non-crafters! Sadly, we paid tribute to one of our dear members by performing the Funeral
Service. While this is a beautiful service, I am thankful we do not do it often. This same day we
had a Lodge full of Vikings and Packer fans rooting for their team.
Finally, our Thanksgiving meal and tree lighting to officially bring in the holiday season.
Another month full of fun is scheduled for December. As a reminder, you can check out all the
awesome events and happenings at the Lodge by visiting our new Events Calendar on our website:
www.hopkinselks.org. Go to Events>Events Calendar or save this handy-dandy link.
Breakfast with Santa kicks off our month. Bring your young ones or just those that are young at
heart for a breakfast with Mr. and Mrs. Claus. Sign-up is available in the club or by calling the
Lodge.
One of our required ceremonies is the December Memorial Service. This takes place the first Sunday of December each year. This year that is December 5th at 11 am. This is our opportunity to
remember those who come no more. All are welcome and I hope you take the opportunity to join
in this moving event.
Our annual holiday party is back! While it may look a little different, we are thrilled to be able to
celebrate the season with our fellow Elks this year. The weekly update will include more information on sign-up, so keep your eyes peeled.
If you have some time off this month, come check out Friday BARGO. Jan is preparing some special prizes and we all deserve a little fun in a hectic time of the year!
In closing, thank you all for a wonderful 2021 so far. It has been exciting (and a little exhausting)
to see so much activity around our Lodge. Whether you have been a member forever, or are just
joining us, I hope you have had a fantastic year to look back on and that you are excited for the
next one to come.
Merry Christmas to All, and to All a Good Month,
Danielle

Veterans Dinner
The lodge provided a Veterans Day dinner for Veterans and guests
on Sunday, November 14th. There were 30 in attendance. We were
served a meal of Lasagna, salad and breadsticks with a very special
dessert. The meal was great and it was good to see all the vets and
guests have a good time. I would like to thank the House Committee
and especially LaNae Spooner, Kristi Halverson and Sandy
Hongerholt for all the hard work and wonderful meal they put on.
Guy Saffell
Veterans Chair
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Membership Report
As of Nobember 18, 2021
Next Initiation: January 15, 2022
This info is posted at the Lodge

Birthdays
The following members have birthdays this month:
This info is posted
at the Lodge

OFFICER OPPORTUNITY
Attention Members All!!
Searching for dedicated members looking for an opportunity to be an officer and learn more about
what we do in Elkdom. I’m looking for a few members who would be interested in the positions of:
Esteemed Loyal Knight, Esteemed Lecturing Knight, Esquire, Chaplain and Tiler.
The qualifications for the positions are as follows:
 Esteemed Loyal Knight will assist the Exalted Ruler in the performance of his duties and officiate for the Exalted Ruler in the absence of the Esteemed Leading Knight.
 Esteemed Lecturing Knight would be the greeter at lodge functions exemplifying a spirit of
“Brotherly Love”. They will also assist the Exalted Ruler in the performance of his duties and
officiate for the Exalted Ruler in the absence of the Esteemed Loyal Knight and Esteemed Lecturing Knight.
 Esquire will organize the lodge for its meetings, prepare candidates for initiations, examine,
and introduce visiting members, supervise the ballot and transmit official messages as directed
by the Exalted Ruler.
 Chaplain shall perform the duties required by the Laws of the Order or the By-Laws of the
Lodge.
 Tiler will guard the Order of the Lodge. He/She will also take charge of all jewels, regalia and
other lodge property and see that they are in proper condition for all meetings of the lodge.
In interested in any of these positions or hearing more about any of them, please contact Michael
Shinn at mshinn_elks@yahoo.com
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Welcome Home Veterans : Closing in on 700 deliveries
Our Lodge is very active in the Welcome Home Veterans program that is funded
by the Elks National Veterans Service Commission. It provides home starter kits to
homeless veterans moving into permanent housing. We launched the program not
knowing what to expect—and here we are 5 1/2 years later having completed over
675 kit deliveries. Along with the kits, we’ve also delivered 250 queen size
mattress and box spring sets donated by Serta. Over half the Lodges in Minnesota have delivered
at least one kit and we, as a state, lead the nation in the number of kits delivered.
MN Elks State President John Jennings had the opportunity to do a kit and bed delivery and was
wowed by the experience—”What a privilege it was to be a part of that experience. Thanks to
Hopkins for their efforts with Veterans.” Moving into a new apartment when you have nothing can
be pretty overwhelming for the veteran. They often don’t know where to start to make the apartment functional. Our volunteers arrive with a car full of items needed for the kitchen, bath and
bedroom.
We’ve also been blessed to partner with two great organizations: Epsilon Sigma Alpha—a charitable sorority and the Rotary Club of Minnesota Veterans. These two partners have donated significant time and money to help ensure our program has what it needs to give these previously
homeless veterans a fresh start in their new home.
Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers who have shopped for, packed, hauled, and delivered kits to these wonderful veterans.
If you’d like more info about the program or would like to volunteer, contact Rick Peterson at
rpeterson3171@gmail.com or 612-385-9102.

Jeff Staads, Carrie Opheim &
Rick Peterson loading beds

MN
Elks State President John Jennings &

These ELKS Jerseys were quite the hit at
the fall convention! We sold out of them in
about 30 minutes! Due to popular demand, we are going to put in another order. We will need a minimum of 20 orders
to get a price break. All proceeds go to
the Elks Camp!
The "real" jerseys with the stitching are
$150.00 and the more affordable sublimated version is $80.00.
A Jersey for you to view in person will be
hung up at the ELKS lodge. If you are interested in purchasing one please reach
out to Jenni Johnson at 763-334-0925 or
email is kjklmom@gmail.com.

New member Lisa Hazzard
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STATE PRESIDENT VISIT
My heart is swollen with pride for our Lodge. It was beyond wonderful to be able to share our
Lodge with the State President, John Jennings on Saturday, November 13th. John and his wife
Sybil were able to experience a Welcome Home Vet delivery from start to finish on Saturday
morning. Over lunch both shared how much the experience meant to them and about their
newfound appreciation for the work our Lodge puts into this program.
As if that wasn’t enough, John was able to join us for our New Member initiation. Our Lodge
has added music to our ritual - something unique in our state. If you haven’t been to an initiation this year, I encourage you to come see how music has been incorporated, it is absolutely
beautiful! I was so proud to showcase our Officers and the new members coming in.
After our stunning service, John helped in serving tacos to our hungry members. Not many
State Presidents would have jumped in, but John was an excellent sport!
The visit wrapped up with The Match Game. I would love to tell you who my favorite player
was, but I can’t - they were all amazing! Tony, our bartender extraordinaire, may have stolen
the show with his timing of beverages for our very own Foster Brooks (a.k.a Pat Wright).
During the game, the Lodge presented John with a gift of a bicycle donated to the MN Elks
Youth Camp in his name. The joy from John was immeasurable!
Danielle
Exalted Ruler Danielle and Members of The Hopkins Elks:
Sybil and I wanted to personally thank all of you for what I would like to call a "Perfect Elks Day"
on our visit to your Lodge on Saturday the 13th.
In a matter of days, I have told people of the experience that we had with your Welcome Home
Vets delivery that I was so privileged to be a part of. Helping a Veteran’s life be a little bit better
during a time of need is a feeling that one should not be without. To any of you who have not
participated: You NEED to be a part of at least one of these drop-offs. This is why we became
Elks. Bravo to Rick and Gretchen Peterson, Jim and Sue Huttner, Danielle and Bob Arthur, and all
others who have helped with this program over the years.
On the way to the drop-off, a care kit for a homeless man was delivered on the fly. More charity
from our Order.
The initiation was impressive as was the last one I attended. I was pleased to have an opportunity along with PSP Pat Wright to address the initiates briefly before I was introduced. I want you
to know that I told them of my experience that morning and explained to them that THAT was
the family they were joining. PSP Wright then educated the initiates on our Youth Camp and how
we change lives. Yes, the club is a nice place to call home but it's the CHARITY that we need to
focus on the most. Hopkins Lodge is doing that very well.
The Match Game was entertaining from beginning to end. Thank you to all of you who put your
talents on display and made us laugh.
Thank you for the perfect gift of a donation of a bicycle to our Youth Camp in my name. There
could be nothing I want more.
Thank you for the great basket of gifts in our hotel room. All were greatly appreciated.
In closing, days like Saturday are why I joined the Elks. Great friends, great charity, great teamwork, and great memories. All of that in one day. Don't change a thing at Hopkins 2221. You're a
benchmark for how our Order should be in their communities.
John Jennings
Minnesota Elks Association, State President 2021-22
320-583-5474 MNElksSP@Gmail.com
"Choose Happy"
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Spotlight Grant : Cold Nose, Warm Heart
Thank you to Lodge members Jim & Sue Huttner, Mike & Carrie Opheim, Mike & Linda Stevens
and Lisa Hazzard for volunteering to shop for items and distribute long underwear, winter
gloves, hats, socks and Red Wing boots to homeless veterans. In partnership with our friends
at Red Wing Lodge #845 and the non profit Every Third Saturday, we helped bring a little
warmth to veterans currently living on the streets of Minneapolis/St Paul. This is the third year
that our Lodge has participated in the project and each year we come away with warm hearts
as we talk with these veterans, hear their story and provide winter gear to help them make it
through the winter. In all, we served over 150 veterans during the event.
In addition to the Elks National Foundation grant monies, our Lodge donated funds that allowed
us to buy gloves this year and we received a donation of 100+ socks from one of our members.
We also received a random donation of $40 from someone we ran into at the storage unit while
loading up the items who thought what we were doing was wonderful.
For more information on the project or upcoming grant projects, contact Gretchen Peterson at
info@hopkinselks.org or 612-889-2915.

Lodge members distributing long underwear,
socks & gloves
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THANK YOU!
Sean and Anne Beauclaire
Hopkins Elks Hoop Shoot Coordinators
Hello Hopkins Elks Members!
After a 10-year hiatus, our lodge is bringing back the Hoop Shoot competition!

The Hoop Shoot is celebrating 50 years! This is a national free throw contest with competitions starting at the lodge levels with advancement potential to the National Championship. It
is a fun and FREE competition for girls and boys ages 8-13.
We would love to have your support in making this a remarkable event returning for the Hopkins Elks by asking you to reach out to friends and family and have their children enroll for
the competition, volunteering and/or consider donating to the event.
Event information:
Date: Sunday, December 12th
Time: 10:00am—12:00pm
Location: Hopkins North Junior High, 10700 Cedar Lake Rd, Minnetonka, MN
Information on age groups is below:
Contestants who will be age 7 on April 1, 2022 are too young and age 14 on April 1, 2022 are
too old.
 Ages 8-9—Contestants who will be ages 8-90 on April 1, 2022 are eligible
 Ages 10-11—Contestants who will be ages 10-11 on April 1, 2022 are eligible
 Ages 12-13—Contestants who will be ages 12-13 on April 1, 2022 are eligible
What will my donation help with?
While money has been set in the budget for this, it is always nice to establish a “cushion” for
future Hoop Shoots. Our lodge is responsible for basketballs, awards, t-shirts, and travel expenses should one or more of our participants advance to the next levels. All donations will be
listed on the parent handout available the day of the event.
Please reach out HopkinsHoopShoot@gmail.com for registration forms or to enquire about
volunteering or donating.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES (Lunch served. Times are approximate.)
 Set Up / Shift 9:00a-10:00 (5-6 people) - Assist with setting up tables and chairs
 Floater / Shift 10:00a-12:00p TBD (3 people) - Wander around each court to answer
any questions and remind spectators to be silent. Work with director to resolve any issues.
 Registration / Shift 9:30a-11:00a approx. (5-6 people) - Work with parents/
guardians to complete registration forms, hand out t-shirts, provide volunteers with assistance (instruction sheets and t-shirts) and answer any general questions..
 Lunch Assistance / Shift 11:30a-12:30p (2-3 people) - Assist with setting up and
tearing down lunch for participants.
 Line Judges / Shift 9:30a—12:30p approx. (6 people) - Line judges are responsible
for ensuring the competition rules are followed by each participant and communicating
with scorekeepers whether the shot is good, missed or a foul has occurred. Must be able
to stand the entire shift.
 Scorekeepers / Shift 9:30a-12:30p approx. (12 people) - Scorekeepers are responsible for keeping accurate scores for each participant. Score sheets are provided. Scorekeepers will be seated during the shift.
 Rebounders / Shift 9:30a-12:30p approx. (6-10 people) - Rebounders are responsible for retrieving the balls after each shot and turning to the ball cart. All ages welcome!
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CALLS FOR ARTICLES

Do you have an article you would like to submit to the monthly Hopline? As long as your
article is Elks-related send it to:
newsletter@hopkinselks.org.

DECEMBER 2021
SUN

9AM-9PM

MON

11AM-11PM

TUE

11AM-11PM

WED

11AM-11PM

1 Lunch—Check
Updates

2Lunch—Check
Updates

HOUSE COMM
MTG—5:15pm
SPECIAL EVENT
MTG—6:15pm
5 9am
Sunday Bkfst
11a—
Memorial Svc
12p—Vikings
v. Lions
1p—Gift Bag
Decorating

6 Lunch—
Check Updates
4pm—Member
Appreciation

12 9am
Sunday Bkfst

13 Lunch—
Check Updates

19 9am
Sunday Bkfst

7 Lunch—Check
Updates

8 Lunch—Check
Updates

BURGER NIGHT
5:30-7pm

Brats-5:30-7:30p

6:pm—DARTS

4pm—Member
Appreciation
TRUSTEES –
6pm
LODGE—7pm
20 Lunch—
Check Updates
4pm—Member
Appreciation

14 Lunch—Check 15 Lunch—
Updates
Check Updates
BURGER NIGHT
5:30-7pm

Brats-5:30-7:30p

6:pm—DARTS
21 Lunch—Check 22 Lunch—Ceck
Updates
Updates
BURGER NIGHT
5:30-7pm

Brats-5:30-7:30p

6:pm—DARTS
26 9am
Sunday Bkfst

27 Lunch—
Check Updates
4pm—Member
Appreciation

12p—v Rams

28 Lunch—
Check Updates
PER Pizza
5:30-7pm
6:pm—DARTS

THU

11AM-11PM

29 Lunch—
Check Updates
Brats-5:30-7:30p

6:00-8:00pm

GRILL NIGHT
Sign-Up
Required

FRI

3 Lunch—
Regular Menu

NOON BARGO

9 Lunch—Check 10 Lunch—
Updates
Check Updates
6:00-8:00pm

GRILL NIGHT
Sign-Up
Required
16 Lunch—
Check Updates
6:00-8:00pm

GRILL NIGHT
Sign-Up
Required
23 Lunch—
Check Updates
6:00-8:00pm

GRILL NIGHT
Sign-Up
Required
30 Lunch—
Check Updates
6:00-8:00pm

GRILL NIGHT
Sign-Up
Required

SAT

11AM-12AM

NOON BARGO

10AM4 10a—12p
Breakfast with
Santa

11

4pm—Member
Holiday Party

6pm– PER
Holiday Party
17 Lunch—
Check Updates

18

NOON BARGO

24 Lunch—
Check Updates

NOON BARGO

31 Lunch—
Check Update

NOON BARGO

25

