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Exalted Ruler Danielle Arthur

Members All,
In previous months’ articles we have chatted about
Brotherly Love (still my favorite of our virtues) and Justice. I want to take a minute to think about Fidelity. According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, fidelity refers to
"the quality of being faithful or loyal to a country, organization, etc." Until becoming an Elk, I didn't think
much of the term "fidelity" in relation to my country - it
is my country that I am proud to live in. The part that I ponder now is the
loyalty and faithfulness to the Elks as an organization.
When you visit with other Elks members and hear what they do to promote and support our organization and all the things our organization
does for our veterans, community, and youth, the other definition of fidelity is quite evident. This loyalty and faithfulness to the Elks is what I see
when I look around me - whether at the Lodge, at conventions, or anywhere Elks gather, it is there.
I would like to tell you about another wonderful member of our team that
makes the Hopkins Elks function: our Treasurer. The Treasurer is responsible for making sure our bills are paid, our deposits are made, and our
books are balanced. In addition to this, our Treasurer works with our accountant and the Financial Reporting System (FRS for those of you that
have heard the term). As you can imagine, this can be a challenge at
times.

(2nd/4th Monday 6:00pm)

We have the privilege of having Cindy Muzetras as our current Treasurer.
When you see her around, make sure to tell her thank you for keeping us
in good financial shape!

House Committe

October was another busy month at the Lodge. The month started with a
visit from our Winona Elks Lodge members. Our Special Events crew
cooked up some burgers and fun for our fellow Elks.

Trustees

Jim Granquist, Bob Arthur,
Sue Huttner, Scott Johnson,
Mike Opheim

Aaron Kuznia, Clyde Ulku,
Kristen Bethke, Kristi Halverson,
LaNae Spooner Sandy Hongerholt,
Tom Hedlund

We welcomed about 20 exhibitors for our Craft and Vendor fair. It was so
much fun to see all the different displays. The Spring Craft and Vendor
fair is already on the calendar.
Oktoberfest was a huge success this year! The food was delicious, the
music had many of us dancing the night away and we raised over $1700
towards our ENF (Elks National Foundation) donations for the year. Way
to go!
The Minnesota Elks Association Mid-Year Convention was held at Breezy
Point. We were well represented with 15 delegates from the Hopkins
Lodge. It was delightful to see so many of our Elks family from around
the state. Check out the article about some of the highlights.
(Continued on page 2)
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What would the end of October be without a Halloween party at the Elks? Scary! Thank you to all
that participated in the day full of activities Halloween weekend.
November is another month full of happenings at our Lodge. We have an Improv group coming in
to entertain us November 6th - followed by a little dancing. You can sign-up at the bar or online at
www.hopkinselks.org/improvnight-sign-up.html.
The next weekend is New Member Initiation and our State President visit. We will be hosting The
Match Game that night, so get your 70's attire ready!
We have the Veteran's dinner, wreath decorating, Thanksgiving dinner, and the annual tree lighting to follow. I will be seeing you there!
I leave you with this: I had a delightful conversation with a guest of one of our members a couple
weeks ago. The guest had asked what the Elks is. Our member grabbed me as I was walking by
and they relayed the question. I smiled and tried my absolute best to give the guest a succinct answer: It is a charitable fraternal organization…that is the home of most of my favorite people…and
it's fun. I would love to say that was enough explanation, but I did have to share a little bit more
about some of the fantastic programs we have and more about how spectacular the people are.
The response was short and sweet: Cool, I like that.
To you I say thanks for being a member. It's cool and I like that.
Danielle

HOPKINS ELKS MEMBER OF THE
MONTH
This month’s Member of the
Month is a person very familiar
with our kitchen and volunteering
with the children: Mary Berry.
Mary joined the Hopkins Elks in
2007. Her sponsor was Libby Goeman. Now that
her kids were getting older and their activities lessened, Mary was looking for activities to keep her
busy. She was in need of new hobbies. Her boys
were wrestlers and rugby players, and she was always very involved with their fundraisers and activities.
Harriet Lodermeier introduced Mary to a few different events.
Our kids Halloween party, and Breakfast with Santa. With the
help of Libby, Harriet, and the rest of the Goeman family, they
would make 400-500 pancakes in 2 hours! Feeding all the kids
and their parents enjoying Santa Claus was an event she loved.
In 2018, then-Exalted Ruler, Dede Kelm, asked her to become
the Chairperson for Youth Activities for Hopkins Lodge. She
LOVED it! It was her proudest moment as an Elk. Along with the
Halloween and Christmas events, she took on the kids’ costume
party during St. Patrick’s Day, the Elks picnic, and especially
cooking for Easter and Mother’s Day Brunches. Events helping
others is what drives her.
Next time you see Mary, make sure you say hi, introduce yourself if you don’t know her, and thank her for everything she has
done for Hopkins Lodge #2221. Members as valuable as Mary
Berry don’t come along very often!

These ELKS Jerseys were
quite the hit at the fall convention! We sold out of them
in about 30 minutes! Due to
popular demand, we are going to put in another order.
We will need a minimum of
20 orders to get a price
break. All proceeds go to
the Elks Camp!
The "real" jerseys with the
stitching are $150.00 and the
more affordable sublimated
version is $80.00.
A Jersey for you to view in
person will be hung up at the
ELKS lodge. If you are interested in purchasing one
please reach out to Jenni
Johnson at 763-334-0925 or
email is
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Birthdays

Membership Report
As of October 19, 2021
Next Initiation: November 13, 2021
Info is posted at the lodge

The following members have birthdays this month:
Info is posted at the
Lodge

The Minnesota Elks Association Mid-Year Convention took
place at Breezy Point and the Youth Camp. What a delightful time to visit with our Elk family. In addition to time with
our fellow members, we were able to cover a lot of information.
Friday morning contained information on the registration
process and recruiting for Youth Camp, an overview of the
Batter's Up Program, and several committee reports. The
rest of the afternoon was spent out at the camp for lunch,
games, tours, and dinner…and maybe a couple adult beverages.
Saturday morning gave the opportunity to hear more committee reports and a presentation on the Financial Reporting System that was implemented recently. After lunch the
Youth Camp Raffle drawing was held. Talk about an exciting afternoon. Congratulations to all the winners - we had 8
tickets drawn from our Lodge for a total of $6200!
In visiting with other Lodges, I was very thankful to call
Hopkins Elks #2221 my home. We have a wonderful place
to call our Lodge home. It is filled with lots of fun activities,
the most amazing people, and a focus on the good things.
Our State President, John Jennings shared an update about
his time as our leader. His report left a note of pure inspiration for all in the room. I hope you take the opportunity
to visit with John when he is here for a visit on November
13th. Ask him about his motto: Choose Happy.
Overall, it was a great weekend and a great weekend to be
an Elk!
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ENF GRANTS : MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY
The Elks National Foundation (ENF) actively supports our Lodge and our local community
through their Community Investment Program (aka grants). ENF allocates $14.9 million to local
lodge grant projects throughout the lodge year. Our Lodge applies for every grant each year and
has been fortunate enough to earn every grant since 2013. Our grant projects this year entail:


Beacon Grant—$3,500: Supports local kids in need by providing school supplies through
a partnership with Resource West and providing food packs to ensure kids are fed over the
holiday break through our Teaming Up For Teens distribution network



Freedom Grant—$2,500: The Freedom Grant must be used to support our military veterans or active military personnel. We are using it to host an ice cream and apple pie social
at the local veterans home as well as provide needed supplies such as sweatpants, toiletries and more. Secondly, on November 29, we will be hosting a holiday dinner and grocery
tote of food for the low income veterans living at Veterans East on the VA campus.



Spotlight Grant—$2,000: The grant must be used to support one of 6 projects ranging
from Covid-19 relief to children’s literacy to homeless veterans. On Saturday, November
20, we will be distributing socks, thermal underwear, hygiene items, snacks, boots and
shoes in partnership with our friends at the Red Wing Elks Lodge and Every Third Saturday—a non profit serving the needs of homeless and low income veterans.



Impact Grant—$6,000: For the 10th year running, we received the Impact Grant which
we use to support Teaming Up For Teens—our program for homeless youth. Over the past
18 months, we saw an increase in the number of homeless families and youth due to the
pandemic. We continued to supply hygiene items, socks, winter wear and more and expanded our packs to include family packs intended to serve multiple individuals with one
pack.



Gratitude Grant—$2,500: This grant can be used at our discretion. We will be splitting it
among 5 projects: Winter gear including coats, hats, and mittens for youth in need, fleece
tie blankets for homeless kids moving into permanent housing, Christmas gifts and toys for
local kids in need, a donation to the local Boy Scout Troop and finally we will be hosting a
veterans appreciation dinner on Sunday, November 14 for any and all veterans in the community. Veterans and active military eat free—family etc. are $10 each. Watch for flyers.

Watch for notices about the projects and volunteer opportunities in the weekly updates. The
projects are a great way to meet people and do something good in our community. Your donations to the Elks National Foundation do make a
difference in our community!
If you’d like to find out more information about
the Community Investments Program, please
visit https://www.elks.org/cip/.
If you have any questions or want to be on the
list of volunteers throughout the year, please
contact Gretchen Peterson at 612-889-2915 or
info@hopkinselks.org.
Lodge members at the school supply packing event
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CALLS FOR ARTICLES

Do you have an article you would like to submit to the monthly Hopline? As long as your
article is Elks-related send it to:
newsletter@hopkinselks.org.

HELP WANTED


Thanksgiving Meal Team



Contact Sandy Hongerholt
(shongerholt@yahoo.com or 612-267-3926)



Sunday Morning Breakfast Cooks



Monday Member Appreciation Meat Drawing
Host






Contact Kat Downs (katdowns2015@gmail.com)

Contact Sandy Hongerholt
(shongerholt@yahoo.com or 612-267-3926)

Weekly Update Writer



Contact Danielle Arthur

NOVEMBER 2021
SUN

9AM-9PM

MON

TUE

WED

11AM-11PM

11AM-11PM

11AM-11PM

1 Lunch—
Check Updates

2 Lunch—Check
Updates

3 Lunch—Check
Updates

BURGER NIGHT
5:30-7pm

HOUSE COMM
MTG—5:15pm
SPECIAL EVENT
MTG—6:15pm

7

Sunday
Funday
Breakfast
10am—1pm
Noon
Game
Ravens

14

3:05p Game
Chargers

8 Lunch—
Check Updates
4pm—Member
Appreciation
TRUSTEES –
6pm
LODGE—7pm
15 Lunch—
Check Updates
4pm—Member
Appreciation

Noon Game
Packers

28

3:25p Game
49ers

BURGER NIGHT
5:30-7pm

10 Lunch—
Check Updates
Brats-5:30-7:30/
Bags 6pm

16 Lunch—Check 17 Lunch—
Updates
Check Updates

BURGER
NIGHT
5:30-7pm

5pm Vets
Dinner
21

9 Lunch—Check
Updates

Brats-5:30-7:30/
Last Night for
Bags 6pm

ENF

22 Lunch—
Check Updates

23 Lunch—Check 24 Lunch—
Updates
Check Updates

4pm—Member
Appreciation
TRUSTEES –
6pm
LODGE—7pm

PER PIZZA

29 Lunch—
Check Updates

30 Lunch—
Check Updates

4pm—Member
Appreciation

5:30-7pm
PER MTG

BURGER NIGHT
5:30-7pm

Brats-5:30-7:30/

THU

11AM-11PM

FRI

4 Lunch—Check 5 Lunch—
Updates
Regular Menu
6:00-8:00pm

STEAK NIGHT
Sign-Up
Required
11 Lunch—
Check Updates
6:00-8:00pm

STEAK NIGHT
Sign-Up
Required
18 Lunch—
Check Updates
6:00-8:00pm

STEAK NIGHT
Sign-Up
Required
25 Lunch—
Check Updates
Thanksgiving
Meal

SAT

11AM-12AM

NOON BARGO

10AM6

DOE’S NIGHT
5:30pm-Dinner
7:00pm Improv
8:30pm DJ
Welcome All!

12 Lunch—
Check Updates

13 State Pres
Visit

NOON BARGO

Initiation
3:30pm
Dinner /
MATCH GAME

19 Lunch—
Check Updates

20 Wreath

Decorating

NOON BARGO

26 Lunch—
Check Updates

NOON BARGO

27 Tree
Lighting

