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Club Hours

Mon 11am - 10pm
Tues-Thur-11am—11pm
Fri 11am—12 am
Sat 10am - 12am
Sun 9am - 9pm

www.hopkinselks.org
www.teamingupforteens.org
www.mnwelcomehomevets.org

Exalted Ruler Sue Huttner
Lodge meetings are the 2nd and 4th
Monday of the month
except on holidays. July and
August—2nd Monday only.

Greetings everyone!
Usually, this article is filled with all the details from the Women & Men’s
Christmas Party, Tom & Jerry Party / Ugly Sweater Party, Breakfast with
Santa and finally New Year Eve! I am at a loss for words as December
2020 obviously did not end like we were expecting, so here is hoping
2021 starts off much better! Our holiday parties in 2021 will just have
to be bigger and better to make up for this year.

Officers
Exalted Ruler
Leading Knight
Loyal Knight
Lecturing Knight
Secretary
Treasurer
Esquire
Chaplain
Inner Guard
Tiler

Sue Huttner
Danielle Arthur
Michael Shinn
Mike Owens
Jody Olson
Vicki Olson
Mike Stevens
Candyce Ferrentino
Linda Stevens
Ginger Worwa

December was another tough month, and I am sad to say, we lost more
amazing members. Please know everyone is in my thoughts and prayers.
Even though we were unable to do the Memorial Service in December
to honor all our departed members we will hold it at a later date when
we are able. Our absent members will not be forgotten.

Trustees
(2nd/4th Monday 6:00pm)
Jeff Boumeester, Jim Granquist, Bob Arthur,
Dwight Koenen,
Scott Johnson

House Committe

Pat Wright, LaNae Spooner
Cindy Muzetras, Clyde Ulku
Sandy Hongerholt, Kristen Bethke, Amy
Lynn Nelson

Just a reminder that February is nomination and election of officers for the new year and all members
are welcome!

Stay safe and healthy!
Sue Huttner
Exalted Ruler
Hopkins Elks #2221
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Elks: Bringing Us Together in an Isolated World
While the pandemic has certainly had an effect on both Lodge and Club operations preventing us
from getting together with family and friends, our Lodge and its merry band of volunteers have
been active in the community and bringing much needed goods and smiles to those who needed it
most. The Lodge applied for and received all the Community Investment Grants offered by the Elks
National Foundation. Our goal this year was to spread the grants evenly across both youth and
veterans in a variety of ways.
Impact Grant - Teaming Up For Teens
First up was the $7,500 Impact Grant that we have now received for 8
straight years for our Teaming Up For Teens (TUP4T) program. For
those not familiar with it, PER DeDe Kelm started the program within
the Elks back in 2010. We provide support packs containing hygiene
items, socks, winter gear and other seasonal items to local schools and
youth outreach partners for homeless and at risk youth. To date, we’ve
delivered over 5,000 packs to youth in Hopkins, Minnetonka, St Louis
Park, Chaska, Chanhassen and Eden Prairie. It was DeDe’s passion for
these youth and her recognition that hygiene was an important but
missing piece of area services that drove her to start the program. A
heartfelt thank you to DeDe as well as Liz Jordan and John Markovich
who have spearheaded the program this past year as each of them are moving on to other endeavors. We have applied for the grant again for 2021 so stay tuned for the results and who will be
leading the charge.
Beacon Grant - School Supplies and Food Packs
An extension of TUP4T is our program to provide school
supplies and food packs to many of the same youth served by
TUp4T. This year ENF combined two grants into a single
Beacon Grant in the amount of $3,500. We split the grant into
two projects the first of which was school supplies. In August,
we purchased school supplies and then partnered with
Resource West to pack and distribute them to local families.
Elks came together to help sort supplies and pack them into
backpacks. All told we provided over 150 backpacks of
supplies to our youth.
In December, we used the remainder of the grant as well as an additional $1,000 donation from
our charitable gaming to purchase non perishable food items for youth to help feed them over the
holidays when school is out. Even though much of school this year was virtual, local schools are
still providing meals and snacks to families in need. In past years, we’ve provided about 180
packs. This year we provided 265 and that fell a bit short of the need. The pandemic and the loss
of income for families has become apparent in the increased need for our packs and for other
items requested by the schools.

Spotlight Grant - Homeless Veterans
We returned this year to Every Third Saturday (ETS) for their November
stand down event for homeless veterans. We used a $2,000 Spotlight Grant
to purchase long underwear (tops and bottoms) , socks, hygiene and other
items for veterans still living on the street. In conjunction with the event, we
held a clothing drive and boy did we get a lot of donations. We brought 76
bags of clothing to ETS representing over 800 pieces of clothing and winter
jackets. Elks members from our Lodge as well as the Red Wing Lodge
invested a Saturday in helping to distribute the items and size/distribute
Red Wing boots to these homeless veterans. Members of the Hutchinson and
Minneapolis Lodges contributed clothing and funds as well.
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Freedom Grant - Hot Meal and More...
Our second veteran project was a holiday dinner and totes of food for
low income veterans at the Veterans East housing development paid
for in part by a $2,500Freedom Grant. Sandy Hongerholt and her
cooking crew brought a hot meal, homemade treats and a grocery
tote of non-perishable food items to 75 veterans housed there. Thank
you to members of the Minneapolis Elks Lodge and Epsilon Sigma
Alpha for their donations of time and funds as well as Tom Kramin of
Willmar Lodge for the veterans trailer to haul all the goodies to the
event.
Gratitude Grant—Keeping Youth Warm & Honoring Our Veterans
We split our $2,000 Gratitude Grant among two youth and one veterans project. First up was the
winter warm gear donation to Resource West. We donated hats, coats, mittens and gloves to
Resource West for distribution to local youth in need. Our second youth project was putting together
fleece tie blankets for kids served by My Very Own Bed who provide beds and bedding to children of
families moving from homelessness to permanent housing. We have partnered with them as part of
our Welcome Home Veterans program to provide a bed and such to the children of veterans we help
house. The original plan was about 50 tie blankets but with outstanding fleece donations from
members Jill Lawrence (PER) and Jan Larson we were able to provide over 120 fleece blankets. The
remainder of the grant along with private donations was used to provide care packs to veterans in
long term housing at the Minneapolis Veterans Home. Harriet Lodermeier, and Maureen Golden hand
signed Christmas cards and our merry volunteers packed up 180 hygiene packs and snack packs of
microwave popcorn, candy and more. It was our way of showing we care about them during the
loneliness created by the lockdown of these facilities.

Welcome Home Veterans
Our Welcome Home Veterans program hit a major milestone delivering
its 500th Welcome Home Kit to a homeless veteran moving into
permanent housing. By the end of 2020 we will surpass 550 veterans
served. Over 135 people have contributed and completed at least one
delivery. Delivering a kit is a wonderful experience for both the veteran
and the volunteer. We often hear when we show up with a car load of
items that it’s “like Christmas” for these veterans. The items provided
truly help turn an empty apartment into a home.
All told we received $17,500 in Elks National Foundation grants for 2020 as well as $41,000 in funding for Welcome Home Veterans. As a Lodge we have contributed $5.19 on a per member basis
exceeding the per member goal set by GER Paul Ryan. These projects are examples of your ENF dollars at work and the impact they have on our community.
Thank you to all those who volunteered their time, money and energy for these projects. Elks have
been a positive force and a significant provider of help in the Hopkins / Minnetonka area and across
the Minneapolis / St Paul metro area through Welcome Home Vets. If you wish to participate in
future projects or donate in some other way, please feel free to reach out to me at 612-889-2915
or via email at Info@hopkinselks.org.
Gretchen Peterson, Grants Coordinator
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Birthdays

Membership Report

The following members have birthdays this month:

As of December 16, 2020

This info is posted at the
Lodge

Next Initiation: January 16, 2021

This info is posted at the Lodge

JANUARY 2021
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

31 –January

FRI

SAT

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

CHECK “WEEKLY UPDATES” FOR RE-OPEINING INFORMATION

3

4

5

6 HOUSE
7
COMM MTG—
5Ppm -Via ZOOM
CHECK “WEEKLY UPDATES” FOR RE-OPEINING INFORMATION

10

14 TRUSTEE
MTG 6:00pm
LODGE MTG
7:00pm
Via ZOOM

12

13

14

CHECK “WEEKLY UPDATES” FOR RE-OPEINING INFORMATION

17

18

19

20

21

CHECK “WEEKLY UPDATES” FOR RE-OPEINING INFORMATION

24

25 TRUSTEE
MTG 6:00pm
LODGE MTG
7:00pm
Via ZOOM

26

27

28

CHECK “WEEKLY UPDATES” FOR RE-OPEINING INFORMATION

